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Claims: Migrant children molested in U.&-fonded fostercare 


Associated ness 

After local Guatemalan 
officials burned down 
an environmental activ¬ 
ist's home, he decided to 
leave his village behind 
and flee to the United 
States, hoping he'd be 
granted asylum and his lit¬ 
tle boy, whose heart was 
failing, would receive life¬ 
saving medical care. 

But after crossing the bor¬ 
der into Arizona in May 
of last year, Border Pa¬ 
trol agents tore the man's 
7-year-old son from his 
arms and sent the father 
nearly 2,000 miles (3,220 
kilometers) away to a de¬ 
tention center in Georgia. 
"The boy, now 8, went into 
a U.S.-funded foster home 
formigrantchildren in New 
York. The foster care pro¬ 
grams are aimed at pro¬ 
viding migrant children 
with care while authorities 
work to connect them with 
parents, relatives or other 
sponsors. 

Continued on Nextftege 



In this Thursday, J une 21, 2018 file photo, police stand outside an office tbrthe Cayuga Centeis in the the Hariem neighborhood of 
New York. 

Associated Press 
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In this Aug. 7, 2019 image made fiom video, attorney Michelle Lapointe speaks with her client; a 
Guatemalan immigrant; in Santa Ana, Calif. 


Continued thorn Front 

But instead the boy told a 
counselor he was repeat¬ 
edly sexually molested by 
other boys in the foster 
home. 

A review of 38 legal claims 
obtained by The Associat¬ 
ed Press — some of which 
have never been made 
public — shows taxpay¬ 
ers could be on the hook 
for more than $200 million 
in damages from parents 
who said their children 
were harmed while in gov¬ 
ernment custody. 

"fhe father and son are 
among dozens of families 
— separated atthe border 
as part of the Trump admin¬ 
istration's zero tolerance 
policy — who are now pre¬ 
paring to sue the federal 
government, including sev¬ 
eral who say their young 
children were sexually, 
physically or emotionally 
abused in federally funded 
fostercare. 

With more than 3,000 mi¬ 
grant children taken from 
their parents at the border 
in recent years, many law¬ 
suits are expected, poten¬ 
tially tota ling in the billions 
Families who spoke to the 
AP and FRONTLINE did so 
on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity over fears about 
their families' safety. 


"How is it possible that my 
son was suffering these 
things? "the father said. "My 
son is little and couldn't de¬ 
fend himself." 

The families — some in the 
U.S., others already de¬ 
ported to Central Ameri¬ 
ca — are represented by 
grassroots immigration clin¬ 
ics and nonprofit groups, 
along with some of the 
country's most powerful 
law firms. They're making 
claims under the Federal 
Tort Claims Act as a pre¬ 
cursor to filing lawsuits. The 
FTCA allowsindividualswho 
suffer harm as a direct re¬ 
sult of federal employees 
to sue the government. 

"It's the tip of the iceberg," 
said Erik Walsh, an attorney 
at Arnold & Porter, which 
hasone ofthe world's lead¬ 
ing pro bono programs. 

The firm has so far filed 18 
claims on behalf of nine 
families, totaling $54 mil¬ 
lion, and Walsh saysdozens 
more are likely coming. 

The government has six 
months to settle FTCA 
claims from the time they're 
filed. After that, the claim¬ 
ants a re free to file federal 
lawsuits. 

The departments of J ustice 
and Homeland Security — 
both named in claims — 
did not respond to requests 


forcomment. 

In a statement, Health and 
Human Services — the 
agency responsible for the 
care of migrant children — 
said it does not respond to 
pending litigation and that 
it serves children in a com¬ 
passionate and organized 
manner through its Office 
of Refugee Resettlement. 
'The important work hap¬ 
pening in each of the fa¬ 
cilities and programs in the 
ORR network around the 
country — work ORR has 
done successfully since 
2003 — takes an experi¬ 
enced team of compe¬ 
tent, hardworking men and 
women dedicated to the 
welfare of the children," 
HHS spokesman Mark We¬ 
ber said. 'We treat the chil¬ 
dren in ourc a re with dignity 
and respect." 

Last yea r, the Office of Ref¬ 
ugee Resettlement cared 
for nearly 50,000 children 
who crossed the border by 
themselves, as well as chil¬ 
dren who were separated 
from their families under 
the zero tolerance policy. 
The agency housed them 
in foster programs, residen¬ 
tial shelters and detention 
campsaround the country, 
sometimes making daily 
placements of as many as 
500 new arrivals, from ba¬ 
bies to teens. 

The allegations of abuse 
and assaults in foster care 
raise fresh questions about 
the government's efforts 
to place younger children 
with families in lieu of larger 
shelters and packed de¬ 
tention facilities. 

The legal claims, a recent 
federal court filing and 
Health and Human Servic¬ 


es documents released by 
Congress earlier this year 
allege that children have 
suffered serious emotional 
trauma after being physi¬ 
cally harmed orfondled by 
other children while in fos¬ 
tercare. 

Six of the claims for dam¬ 
ages involve children who 
were in foster care. And 
one recent court filing re¬ 
fers to a migrant child be¬ 
ing abused in fostercare. 
The records released by 
Congress show the Office 
of Refugee Resettlement 
referred at least seven 
foster care allegations of 
sexua I a b use to the J ustic e 
Department in 2017 and 
2018. Because some are 
anonymous to protect the 
children's privacy, it's un¬ 
clear if some of the claims 
are duplicates 
J ustice has not responded 
to repeated queries about 
those cases from members 
of Congress 

Three of the four incidents 
involving physical harm 
outlined in legal filings oc¬ 
curred at Cayuga Centers 
in New York, the largest fos¬ 
ter care placement for mi¬ 
grant children, housing up 
to 900 babies and children 
at a time. The kids are sup¬ 
posed to be placed with 
Spanish-speaking families 
who are paid $1,000 per 
month perchild. 

In a statement on Friday, 
Cayuga Centers said it 
takes the safety of children 
in its care seriously and re¬ 
ports allegations of abuse 
to the proper local, state 
and federal authorities, in¬ 
cluding the New York State 
Office of Children Services, 
the New York Police De¬ 


Assoc iated Press 

partment and Office for 
Refugee Resettlement. 
'Child protectionisournum- 
ber one priority. If a con¬ 
cern is raised about child 
safety in a foster home, it is 
investigated immediately. 
Ourstaff are all mandated 
reporters," the group said 
in the statement. 'Children 
are removed from a foster 
home immediately when 
an allegation is raised and 
if necessary, a foster home 
would be suspended until 
cleared following a thor¬ 
ough investigation." 

In one Cayuga home, a 
foster parent found a little 
girl being forced to touch 
another child's private 
parts and kiss her on the 
lips, according to a memo 
submitted as part of a fed¬ 
eral lawsuit related to fam¬ 
ily separation. 

The girl was 3 when immi¬ 
gration officials took her 
from her father in March, 
after they'd crossed the 
border in Texas As a result 
of her trauma, the little girl 
began to regress in fos¬ 
ter care, having difficulty 
eating, drinking and using 
the toilet, according to 
her attorney. The girl was 
sent back to Honduras on 
Wednesday, a month after 
her father was deported. 
One Guatemalan mother 
whose 5-year-old daughter 
was placed in Cayuga last 
year says her little girl still 
wakes up crying from what 
she endured at the foster 
home. 

"Now she's scared each 
time we go outorwhen she 
seesa police carorsome- 
one in uniform," said the 
mother, who has filed a $6 
million claim. □ 
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Arrests precede majordemonstrationsin Portland, Oregon 


By GILLIAN RACCUS 
Associated ness 
PORTLAND, One. (AP) — Au¬ 
thorities arrested the leader 
of a right-wing group on 
the eve of a rally that's ex¬ 
pected to draw people 
from around the U.S. to 
Portland, Oregon, on Sat¬ 
urday, prompting Patriot 
Prayer's Joey Gibson to 
urge his followers to "show 
up one hundred-fold" in re¬ 
sponse. 

Self-described anti-fascists 
have vowed to confront 
the right-wing groups at the 
downtown rally and the ar¬ 
rests of Gibson and five 
other right-wing supporters 
appeared to be intended 
to send a signal from po¬ 
lice to organizers to remain 
peaceful orstay away. 

G ibson, who is not involved 
in this weekend's event but 
organized similar rallies in 
2017 and 2018 that erupt¬ 
ed in clashes, surrendered 
Friday on an arrest war¬ 
rant for rioting. He was at 
a confrontation that broke 
out on May 1 outside a bar 
where members of the so- 
called "antifa" movement 
had gathered after a May 
Day demonstration. 

In a video he livestreamed 
on Facebook, Gibson ac¬ 
cused the police of playing 
politics by a nesting him and 
other right-wing members 
but not the masked dem¬ 
onstrators who beat up 
conservative bloggerAndy 
Ngo at a J une 29 rally. 

A video of that attack went 
viral and led the Proud 
Boys, who have been des¬ 
ignated a hate group by 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, to organize Satur¬ 
day's event. 

"What I'm saying to every¬ 


body who's listening to this 
(is) they're trying to shut 
you guys up. They want 
you to not show up in Port¬ 
land, they want to put fear 
in your hearts. When a 
government pushes back 
like that, we don't bend 
the knee," he said, as he 
walked to the jail. 

'We show up ten-fold, one 
hundred-fold," he said. "If 
you believe in freedom 
and you're against this po¬ 
litical charging that they're 
doing, show up tomorrow 
but be peaceful. Force 
them to arrest you forbeing 
peaceful." 

A Portland Police spokes¬ 
woman declined to com¬ 
ment about specific arrests 
but said generally police 
continue to investigate sev- 
eral incidents from clashes 
on May 1 and J une 29 and 
are politically neutral. 
Members of antifa of¬ 
ten cover their faces with 
masks, making it harder to 
identify them. 

'We receive criticism no 
matter what. It's either too 
much, not enough, you 
arrested this group and 
not this group," said police 
spokeswoman Tina Jones. 
"It seems like some people 
are keeping score and 
that's not what it's a bout on 
the law enforcement side. 
One hundred percent, it's 
about public safety." 

In addition to the Proud 
Boys, the white nationalist 
American Guard and the 
Three Percenters, a far-right 
militia, ha ve a II sa id they will 
have members in Portland. 
Hate group watchdogssay 
the Daily Stormers, a neo- 
Nazi group, are also ex¬ 
pected. 

The Oath Keepers, another 


far-right militia group, said 
in a statement late Thurs¬ 
day they were pulling out 
of the rally because or¬ 
ganizers have not done 
enough to keep white su¬ 
premacist groups away. 
The group's founder, Stew¬ 
art Rhodes, said while he 
agreed with the rally's goal 
of opposing antifascists, 
he was concerned about 
the violent rhetoric posted 
online that could cause le¬ 
gal problemsforthose who 
attend.Q 



In this Aug. 4> 2018 file photo, Patriot Prayer founder and tally 
organizer Joey Gibson speaks to his followers at a tally in Port¬ 
land, Ote. 

Associated Press 


Customs and Bonder Protection 
outage snarls majoraiiports 


By DAVID KOENIG 
APAiriines Writer 
DALLAS (AP) — Tra ve le rs fly¬ 
ing into the United States 
on Friday ran into long lines 
at major airports nation¬ 
wide because of a tem¬ 
porary computer outage 
that affected the U.S. Cus- 
tomsand Border Protection 
agency. 

Airports warned travelers 
— both Americans return¬ 
ing home and foreign visi¬ 
tors— of delays, and some 
travelers tweeted photos 
and videos of huge lines. 

A CBP spokeswoman said 
the systems were running 
again by early evening on 
the East Coast. 

The agencydidn'tprecisely 
describe the breakdown, 
but the spokeswoman said 
there was "no indication 
of any nefarious activity." 
She said officers were able 
to access security-re la ted 
databases and maintain 
security standards while 
screening people manu¬ 


ally. 

RebekahTromble, an asso¬ 
ciate professor at George 
Washington University, 
tweeted a video clip in 
which she panned overthe 
a nival hall at Dulles Interna¬ 
tiona I Airport in northern Vir¬ 
ginia. She estimated there 
were at least 5,000 people 
packed into the hall. 
Tromble was asked if she 
could see whethercustoms 
agents were screening 
people manually. 

"It's not clear from my van¬ 
tage point. I'm still too far 
backin line,"she answered. 
Airports in Los Angeles, 
Dallas-Fort Worth, New 
York and elsewhere noti¬ 
fied travelers of potential 
delays at the beginning of 
one of the last weekends 
of the summer vacation 
season. 

The port authority that 
operates New York's JFK 
Airport and the airport in 
Newark, New Jersey, said 
additional staff and police 



In this photo provided by Iwit- 
ter user Ninis Samuel, travel¬ 
ers stand in long lines to clear 
Customs at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport; Friday, 
Aug. 16, 2019, in New York, 
due to a temporary computer 
outage that affected U.S Cus¬ 
toms and Border Rotec tion. 

Associated Press 

officers monitored situa¬ 
tion and helped where 
needed. Los Angeles Inter¬ 
national Airport said it sent 
staffers to CBP areas to 
help direct tra velers.Q 
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In this Riday, J une 21,2019 photo, Democ tatic presidential can¬ 
didate, South Bend, Ind., MayorRete Buttigieg speaks at a fbnim 
hosted by the Black Economic Alliance in Charleston, SC. 

Associated Press 
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'A heavy lift: Religious blac k 
voteis weigh Buttigieg's bid 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
GREENVILLE, SC. (AP) — 

Joe Darby, a South Car¬ 
olina pastor in the Afri¬ 
can Methodist Episcopal 
Church, pondered a sensi¬ 
tive question that he knew 
wason the mind of hiscon- 
gregation. Would black 
voters be able to reconcile 
their conservative religious 
doctrine with voting for a 
gay candidate for presi¬ 
dent? 

"It's a heavy lift in the black 
church," says Darby, who 
is also a Charleston-area 
NAACP leader. '] ust as no¬ 
body who is racist likes to 
say, 'I'm a racist, 1 nobody 
who is homophobic in the 
black community likes to 
say, 'I'm homophobic. 1 " 

In South Carolina, the first 
state with a predominantly 
African American elector¬ 
ate, part of the dialogue 
focuses on a conflict be¬ 
tween a cultural openness 
forsame-sex marriage and 
the deeply held religious 
convictions that could im¬ 
pede support for the 2020 
race's only gay candidate 
— Pete Buttigieg, the may- 
orof South Bend, Indiana. 
The historically diverse field 
of Democratic presidential 
hopefuls is overflowing with 
o ptio ns. But it is a Iso fo rc ing 
conversations about the 
roles — if any — that gen¬ 
der, race and, for the first 
time, sexuality should play 
in voters' decisions. 
Blackvoterscomprise more 
than 60% of South Caro¬ 
lina's Democratic elector¬ 
ate. But an overwhelming 
majority of African Ameri¬ 
cans— 79% according to 
a recent Pew study — also 
identify asChristians, which 
some church leaders note 
can contribute to internal 
strife between their reli¬ 
gious convictions and how 
they feel about a gay can¬ 
didate, if they think doc¬ 
trine says it's wrong. 

"I'm interested to see how 
Buttigieg is going to play," 
said Darby, saying that the 
mayor"doesthe best job of 
articulating his faith of any 
of the candidates" but is in¬ 
herently running up against 
barrierswith those to whom 


he's still an unknown. 'The 
most damning comment 
was at a clergy breakfast, 
and when his name was 
brought up another guy 
said, 'Yeah, that's the guy 
who kissed his husband on 
TV.'" 

Buttigieg's husband, Chas¬ 
ten, has not traveled to 
South Carolina to cam¬ 
paign. Chris Meagher, But¬ 
tigieg's spokesman, said 
voters are still getting ac¬ 
quainted with the mayor, 
who this month became 
the first 2020 Democratic 
candidate to hire a faith 
outreach director. 

"Pete is focused on meet¬ 
ing folks where they are," 
Meagher said. "It just 
means quantity of time and 
spending time with folks 
and making sure that he's 
listening to their concerns 
and that they're hearing his 
plans and his policies and 
his values" 

Besides his overt expres¬ 
sions of his faith, Buttigieg 
also has offered a broad 
policy agenda for African 
Americans and has been 
outspoken on the issue of 
race. But he consistently 
polls in the low single digits 
among blackvoters. 
Buttigieg, 37, has acknowl¬ 
edged he has ground to 
make up in terms of mak¬ 
ing his case to African 
American voters in South 
Carolina, where he also 
attended a Black Eco¬ 
nomic Alliance forum this 
summer. On Friday, he sat 
for an interview with black 
church leaders in Atlanta. 
This weekend, he'll return 
to South Carolina, planning 
a series of town halls and 
attending an AME church 
service. 

His marriage didn't come 
up directly at the Atlanta 
event, but Buttigieg drew 
audible murmurs when he 
casually mentioned his hus¬ 
band. 

"I'm married to a teacher, 
and he's a proud teacher," 
Buttigieg said during an an¬ 
swer to a question about 
student debt. 

With six months until South 
Carolina's vote, Buttigieg, 
like many others in the 
field, is still working to intro¬ 


duce himself to the elec¬ 
torate. But in some comers 
of South Carolina's faith 
community, according to 
Darby, first impressions may 
have already hampered 
Buttigieg's on-the-ground 
debut efforts. 

Jon Black, an AME pas¬ 
tor along South Carolina's 
coast in Bluffton, said that 
he presumesthe church will 
ultimately move past any 
divisions over homosexual¬ 
ity and same-sex marriage, 
as it did previously with di¬ 
vorce. 

"If we can get in a time 
machine and go down the 
road 25 years, I think the 
issue would be resolved," 
Black said. "It may take us 
25 years to make that turn, 
but we've always support¬ 
ed the disinherited, disen¬ 
franchised. ... We've got 
to stand with those peo¬ 
ple who may be the most 
threatened." 

The church asa whole may 
not make that change 
anytime soon, but Black 
said he didn't feel that the 
issue of Buttigieg's sexuality 
would override his support 
if his policy positions prove 
strong. 

"If it gets down to two or 
three candidates and one 
happens to be gay, I don't 
thinkthat would be a prob¬ 
lem forblackcommunities," 
Black said. The attempt to 
square a willingnessto hear 
all candidates out with a 
faith-based attitude to¬ 
ward issues of homosexual¬ 
ity is surfacing in conversa¬ 
tions in some church com¬ 
munities Seated in a base¬ 
ment fellowship hall, as 
Wednesday night services 
boomed in the sanctuary 
above, several members 
of Nicholtown Missionary 
Baptist Church in Green¬ 
ville, South Carolina, mulled 
over the intersection of 
sexuality and what many 
of them agreed should be 
2020'stop imperative. 

In some circles of faith, 
LaVelle Pitts said, relying 
on biblical crutches like the 
story of Sodom and Go¬ 
morrah as a condemna¬ 
tion of homosexuality can 
be convenient, but it's not 
the full story.□ 
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Medical examiner rules Epstein 
death a suicide by hanging 



This March 28, 2017, file photo, provided by the New Yoik Slate 
Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein. New Yoik City's 
medical examiner has luted Epstein's death a suicide. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York City's medical exam¬ 
iner ruled Jeffrey Epstein's 
death a suicide Friday, 
confirming after nearly a 
week of speculation that 
the financier hanged him¬ 
self in his jail cell. 

Epstein, 66, was found 
dead in his cell at the Met¬ 
ropolitan Conectiona I Cen- 
terin New YorkCityon Aug. 
10, touching off outrage 
and disbelief over how 
such a high-profile prisoner, 
known for socializing with 
powerful people including 
presidents Donald Trump 
and Bill Clinton, could have 
gone unwatched. 

Chief Medical ExaminerDr. 
Barbara Sampson said in a 
statement that she made 
the suicide determination 
"after careful review of all 
investigative information, 
including complete autop¬ 
sy findings." 

The Bureau of Prisons said 
at the time Epstein had ap¬ 
parently killed himself, but 
that didn't squelch con¬ 
spiracy theories about his 
death. 

One of Epstein's lawyers, 
Marc Femich, declined to 
comment. An office tele¬ 
phone number for Dr. Mi¬ 
chael Baden, the patholo¬ 
gist hired by Epstein's rep¬ 
resentatives to observe the 
autopsy, rang unanswered. 
Epstein, who was changed 
with sexually abusing nu¬ 
merous underage girlsover 
several years, had been 
placed on suicide watch 
last month after he was 
found on his cell floor July 
23 with bruises on his neck. 
But multiple people familiar 
with operations at the jail 
say he was taken off the 
watch after about a week 
and put back in a high- 
security housing unit where 
he was less closely moni¬ 
tored, but still supposed to 
be checked on every 30 
minutes. 

Attorney General William 
Barr says officials have un¬ 
covered "serious irregulari¬ 
ties" at the jail. Ihe FBI and 
the Justice Department's 
inspector general are both 
investigating. 

After news of Epstein's 


death went public, U.S. At¬ 
torney Geoffrey Berman 
said the federal investiga¬ 
tion into the allegations 
against Epstein remains 
steadfast. 

Barr a Iso warned that "any 
co-conspirators should not 
rest easy." 

"Let me assure you that 
this case will continue on 
against anyone who was 
comp lie it," Ban - said. 'The 
victims deserve justice, and 
they will get it." 

Jail guards on duty the 
night of Epstein's death are 
suspected of falsifying log 
entries to show they were 
checking on inmates every 
half hour as required, ac¬ 
cording to several people 
familiar with the matter. 
Both were working over¬ 
time because of staffing 
shortages at the jail, the 
people said. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they lacked autho¬ 
rization to publicly discuss 
the investigation. 

The Associated Press often 
does not report details of 
suicide methods but has 
made an exception be¬ 
cause Epstein's cause of 
death is pertinent to the 
ongoing investigations. 

The Washington Post and 
The New York Times report¬ 
ed Thursday that the au¬ 
topsy revealed that a bone 
in Epstein's neck had been 
broken, leading to specu¬ 
lation his death was a ho- 
mic ide, though experts said 
the bone in question often 
breaks in suicidal hangings 
Sampson issued a state¬ 
ment Thursday in response 
to those articles, saying: "In 
all forensic investigations, 
all information must be 
synthesized to determine 
the cause and manner of 
death. Everything must be 
consistent; no single find¬ 
ing can be evaluated in a 
vacuum." 

Autopsy reports are not 
public records in New York 
and the detailsofthe medi¬ 
cal examiner's finding, or 
what evidence she relied 
upon, were not immediate¬ 
ly made available. 

Epstein, 66, was a wealth 
managerwho hobnobbed 
with the rich, famous and 


influential, including presi- 
dentsand a prince. 

He owned a private island 
in the Caribbean, homes in 
Paris and New York City, a 
New Mexico ranch, and a 
fleet of high-price cars. His 
friends had once included 
Britain's Prince Andrew, 
Clinton and Trump. Clinton 
and Trump both said they 
hadn't seen Epstein in years 
when new charges were 
brought against him last 
month. 

The medical examiner's rul¬ 
ing came a day after two 
more women sued Jeffrey 
Epstein's estate, saying he 
sexually abused them. 

The suit, filed Thursday in a 
federal court in New York, 
claims the women were 


working as hostesses at a 
popular Manhattan res¬ 
taurant in 2004 when they 
were recruited to give Ep¬ 
stein massages. 

One was 18 at the time. The 
otherwas20. 

The lawsuit says an un¬ 


identified female recruiter 
offered the hostesses hun¬ 
dreds of dollars to provide 
massages to Epstein, say¬ 
ing he "liked young, pretty 
girls to massage him," and 
wouldn'tengage in any un¬ 
wanted touching. O 
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Court: U.S can reject asylum along parts of Mexico bolder 



In this Wednesday, April 24,2019 file photo, a Guatemalan man 
son atthe new Casa del Relugiado in eastB Paso, Texas. 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — A federal 
appeals court on Friday 
cleared the way for the 
U.S. government to forbid 
Central American immi¬ 
grants from seeking asylum 
at the two busiest stretc hes 
of the southern border in 
a partial legal victory for 
the Trump administration. 
The ruling from the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
allows President Donald 
Trump to enforce the policy 
in New Mexico and Texas, 
rejecting asylum seekers 
who cross from Mexico into 
either state. Under Friday's 
ruling, U.S. District Judge 
Jon Tigar's July 24 order 
stopping the policy would 
apply only in California and 
Arizona, which are covered 
by the 9th Circuit. 

The two busiest areas for 
unauthorized border cross¬ 
ings are in South Texas' Rio 
Grande Valley and the re¬ 
gion around El Paso, Texas, 
which includes New Mexi¬ 
co. Nearly 50,000 people in 
J uly crossed the U.S. border 
without permission in those 
two regions, according to 
the U.S. Border Patrol. 

The policy would deny asy¬ 
lum to anyone who passes 
through anothercountryon 
the way to the U.S. without 


seeking protection there. 
Most crossing the southern 
border are Central Ameri¬ 
cans fleeing violence and 
poverty, who would largely 
be ineligible. The policy 
would also apply to people 
from Africa, Asia, and South 
America who come to the 
southern border to request 
asylum. 

If the policy is implement¬ 
ed, ineligible migrants who 


cross in New Mexico and 
Texas could be detained 
and more quickly deport¬ 
ed. The U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment 
Friday. 

Under American law, peo¬ 
ple can request asylum 
when they arrive in the U.S. 
regardless of how they en¬ 
ter. The law makes an ex¬ 


poses fora photo with his young 
Associated Press 

ception forthose who have 
come through a country 
considered to be "safe" 
pursuant to an agreement 
between the U.S. and that 
country. 

Canada and the U.S. 
have a "safe third coun¬ 
try" agreement. But the 
U.S. doesn't have one with 
Mexico orcountries in Cen¬ 
tral America. The Trump 
administration has tried to 


sign one with Guatemala, 
but the country's incom¬ 
ing president said thisweek 
that Guatemala would not 
be able to uphold a tenta¬ 
tive deal reached by his 
predecessor. 

The U.S. government is al¬ 
ready turning away many 
asylum seekers at the 
southern border. 

About 30,000 people have 
been returned to Mexico 
to await asylum hearings 
underthe government's Mi¬ 
grant Protection Protocols 
program. Tens of thousands 
of othersare waiting in shel¬ 
ters and camps to present 
themselves to U.S. border 
agents at official ports of 
entry that have strict daily 
limitson asylum seekers. 
Mexico's asylum system is 
itself overwhelmed, and 
there are widespread re¬ 
ports of migrants being at¬ 
tacked and extorted . Bor¬ 
der cities across from New 
Mexico and Texas include 
J uarez, Nuevo Laredo, and 
Reynosa, all of which are 
well-known for their vio¬ 
lence and gang presence. 
Tigar had ruled the policy 
could expose migrants to 
violence and abuse, deny 
their rights under interna¬ 
tional law, and return them 
to countries they were 
fleeing .□ 


Colorado OKs electric car requirement to fight air pollution 



In this J une 26, 2018 file photo, a Nissan Leaf chaiges ata re¬ 
charge station while paiked by the DenverCity County Building 
in downtown Denver. 

Associated Press 


By DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated ness 
DENVER (AP) — Colorado 
tightened its a ir qua lity reg¬ 
ulations on Friday, requir¬ 
ing that at least 5% of the 
vehiclessold in the state by 
2023 emit zero pollution. 

The state AirQuality Control 
Commission, which passed 
the rule on an 8-1 vote, 
said the requirement ap¬ 
plies to auto manufactur¬ 
ers, not buyers. It's intended 
to boost the number of 
electric vehicles in a state 
struggling to control ozone 
pollution in its most heavily 
populated area. 

The minimum rises to 6.23% 
in 2025. 

Colorado is the 11th state 
to adopt zero-emission 
standards, according to 
Green Car Reports, which 
tracks developments in 
low-pollution vehicles 


Two auto industry groups, 
Global Automakers and 
the Alliance of Automobile 
Manufacturers, applauded 
the rule. They said they had 
been working with Colora¬ 
do officials on how to struc¬ 
ture the requirement. 


John Bozzella, president of 
Global Automakers, said 
Colorado had adopted an 
innovative policy by col¬ 
laborating with manufac¬ 
turers. 

Environmental groups also 
welcomed the standards, 


but the Colorado Freedom 
to Drive Coalition called 
them costly and ineffec¬ 
tive. 

"We believe commissioners 
did a disservice to all Colo¬ 
radans, but especially Col- 
oradansof modest means," 
coalition spokeswoman 
Sara Almenisaid. 
Regulators said the zero- 
emission standard is aimed 
at reducing ozone and 
greenhouse gases, which 
contribute to climate 
change. 

Democratic Gov.Jared Po- 
lis directed the Air Quality 
Control Commission to set 
a zero-emissions standard 
shortly after he took office 
in January. In a statement 
Friday, he said the new rule 
was "only the beginning" of 
the state's work to reduce 
air pollution. 

Excessive ground-level 


ozone hasplagued Colora¬ 
do's urban areas for years. 
Ozone is the main compo¬ 
nent of smog and can ag¬ 
gravate asthma and con¬ 
tribute to early deathsfrom 
respiratory disease. It's cre¬ 
ated from pollution emitted 
by vehicles, the oil and gas 
industry and othersources 
Ozone alerts have fre¬ 
quently flashed on signs 
over Denver freeways this 
summer, asking drivers to 
reduce cartrips. 

Last week, the U.S. Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency 
said Denver and the north¬ 
ern Colorado urban corri¬ 
dor failed to meet federal 
ozone standards and said 
the state must come up 
with a new plan to clean 
up the air. 

The state is also rewriting 
air pollution rules for the oil 
and gasindustryO 
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A LEADERSHIP FORM 

In this April 26, 2019, file photo. National Rifle Association Resi¬ 
dent Col. Oliver North speaks at the National Rifle Association 
Institute for legislative Action Leadership Forum at Luc as Oil Sta¬ 
dium in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press 

NRA wants a role 
when Oliver North 
meets state investigators 


NEWYORK(AP) — A Nation- 

al Rifle Association leader- 
turned-critic is meeting with 
New York investigators next 
week, and the NRA wants 
to be there.a 

New York's attorney gen¬ 
eral's office is questioning 
Oliver North on Tuesday as 
it probes whether the NRA 
broke laws governing its 
nonprofit status. 

"The powerful gun lobby 
asked a New York state 
judge Friday to let it in the 
meeting, saying it would 
be "severely prejudiced" if 
privileged information is di¬ 
vulged. 

In court papers, it said it 
had asked the attorney 
general's office to be in¬ 
cluded in the meeting but 
was told it would be bur¬ 
densome and was refused. 
The NRA cited groundswhy 
some information could 
be kept from investigators, 
including attorney client 
privilege, work-product 
rules and other unspecified 
privileges. 

NFIA lawyers said they re¬ 
viewed 899 pagesof docu¬ 
ments from North's lawyers 
that were prepared for 


investigators and found 
several dozen examples of 
privileged information that 
had not been redacted. 

In a statement, New York 
Attorney General Letitia 
J amesdefended the integ¬ 
rity of her office. 

'The NFlA's scare tactics 
simply won't work here," 
the statement said. "Our 
investigation is proceeding 
with the same focus and 
fairness we apply to any 
case. Whether its deposing 
NFIA leadersorfactfinding 
through other investigative 
tools, we will ensure that 
justice is served because 
no one is above the law." 
The NRA is facing several 
legal battles. The attorney 
general of Washington, 
D.C., has subpoenaed 
the group and its related 
charitable organization in 
a probe into financial mis¬ 
conduct allegations. The 
U.S. Senate Finance Com¬ 
mittee also has launched 
an investigation into the 
NFlA's operations. 

North was forced out as 
the NRA's president in the 
spring just ahead of the 
group'sannual meeting.□ 


Police seek to question man in 
NYC rice cooker bomb scare 


By J ENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Three 
abandoned devices that 
looked like pressure cook¬ 
ers caused an evacuation 
of a major New York City 
subway station and closed 
off an intersection in an¬ 
other part of town Friday 
morning before police de¬ 
termined the objects were 
not explosives. 

Police were looking to talk 
to a man seen on surveil¬ 
lance video taking two of 
the objects— which police 
identified as rice cookers— 
outofa shopping cartand 
placing them in a subway 
station in lower Manhat¬ 
tan. In photos released by 
authorities, the young man 
is seen standing by an el¬ 
evator and then lugging a 
cookerin. 

But police stressed that so 
far, it wasn't clear whether 
he was trying to frighten 
people or merely throwing 
the objectsaway. 

"I would stop very short of 


calling him a suspect," said 
John Miller, the New York 
Police Department's top 
counterterror official. "It is 
possible that somebody 
put out a bunch of items 
in the trash today and this 
guy picked them up and 
then discarded them, orit's 
possible thatthiswasan in¬ 
tentional act." 

Earlier, Gov. Andrew Cuo¬ 
mo had said authorities 
suspected the items were 
placed in the subway 'to 
suggest that they were 
electronic devices and 
possible bombs." 

Many rice cookers look like 
pressure cookers, but the 
latter use pressure to cook 
food quickly — a function 
that has been used to tum 
them into bombs. 

Police swarmed the initial 
finds around 7 a.m. on the 
mezzanine and platform of 
the Fulton Street station, a 
few blocks from the World 
Trade Center and New 
York Stock Exchange. Doz¬ 
ens of suspic ious packages 


are reported daily in New 
York City, but the proxim¬ 
ity to the site of the Sept. 11 
attacks served to heighten 
anxiety before police gave 
the all-clear. 

About two hours later, a 
third rice cooker — the 
same make, year and 
model — was also found 
about 2 miles away (3 ki¬ 
lometers) on a sidewalk 
in the Chelsea neighbor¬ 
hood, prompting another 
police investigation. 

'This is a frightening world 
we live in, and all of these 
situations have to be taken 
seriously because God for¬ 
bid one day ... it's a real 
device," said Cuomo, a 
Democrat. 'We learned 
the hard way after 9/11, 
and we are prepared." 
Michael Oji, a New Jersey 
resident who works in lower 
Manhattan, said he's lived 
in the metro area for more 
than 20 years and saw the 
additional security that 
came to the area afterthe 
Sept. 11 attacks.^ 


This photo released by NYPD shows a person of interest wanted for questioning in regaid to the 
suspicious items placed inside the Fulton Street subway station in Lower Manhattan on Friday, 
Aug. 16, 2019 in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Ha ib dec lines to visit West Bank, c Ring Israeli c ond tons 



U.S. Rep. Rashida Haib, D-Mich., listens to a question from a c onstituent in Wixom, Mic h., Thursday, 
Aug. 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Demo¬ 
cratic Rep. Rashida "flaib 
said Friday she would not 
visit her grandmother in 
the occupied West Bank, 
despite being granted an 
Israeli permit on humanitar¬ 
ian grounds, saying Israel's 
"oppressive" conditions 
aimed to humiliate her. 
Israel barred Tlaib and an¬ 
other Democrat, Rep. Ilhan 
Omar, from visiting Jeru¬ 
salem and the West Bank 
overtheirsupportforthe in¬ 
ternational boycott move¬ 
ment following an unprec¬ 
edented appeal from Presi¬ 
dent Dona Id Trump to deny 
them entry. 

Israel had said Tla ib could 
visit relatives in the West 
Bank on humanitarian 
grounds. But then the Inte- 
riorMinistry released a letter 
purportedly signed by flaib 
in which she promised not 
to advocate boycotts dur¬ 
ing her visit. That appears 
to have led to her decision 
to c a nee I the visit. 

"Visiting my grandmother 
under these oppressive 
conditions meant to hu¬ 
miliate me would break 
my grandmother's heart," 
she said in a statement. 'Si¬ 
lencing me with treatment 
to make me feel less-than 
is not what she wants for 
me — it would kill a piece 
of me that always stands 
up against racism and in¬ 
justice." 

flaib and Omar had 
planned to visit J erusalem 
and the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank next week on a 
tour organized by a Pales¬ 
tinian group. The two are 
outspoken critics of Israel's 
treatment of the Palestin¬ 
ians and support the Pal¬ 
estinian-led international 
movement boycotting Is¬ 
rael. 

fhetwo newly elected Mus¬ 
lim members of Congress 
have sparred with Trump, 
who tweeted before the 
decision that it would be a 
"show of weakness" to al¬ 
low them in. Israel controls 
entry and exit to the West 
Bank, which it seized in the 
1967 Mideast war along 
with east Jerusalem and 
the Gaza Strip — territories 
the Palestinians want for a 
future state. 

Israeli Interior Minister Aryeh 


Deri announced early Fri¬ 
day that flaib had request¬ 
ed and been granted per¬ 
mission to enter the West 
Bank to see relatives fhe 
U.S.-bom Tla ib'sfa mily immi- 
grated from the West Bank. 
Deri's office released what 
it said was flaib's request, 
written on congressional 
stationery and dated Thurs- 
day, in which she said she 
wanted to visit her grand¬ 
mother, who is in her 90s. 
'This could be my last op¬ 
portunity to see her. I will 
respectany restrictions and 
will not promote boycotts 
against Israel during my 
visit," she said, flaib's office 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment on 
the letter's authenticity. 
Shortly after the announce¬ 
ment, flaib tweeted that 
she wouldn't allow Israel to 
use her love forhergrand- 
motherto force herto "bow 
down to their oppressive & 
racist polic ies." 

'When I won (in 2018), it 
gave the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple hope that someone 
will finally speak the truth 
aboutthe inhumane condi¬ 
tions. I can't allow the State 
of Israel to take away that 
light by humiliating me,"she 


wrote. 

Bassamflaib, an uncle who 
lives in the West Bank, ex¬ 
pressed support for her de¬ 
cision. 

"If Rashida's visit to her 
homeland is under condi¬ 
tions, we reject that," he 
said. "It's Rashida's right as 
a Palestinian to come and 
visit her family and coun¬ 
try." 

Some Palestinians had ex¬ 
pressed disappointment 
with the letter. Ali Abun- 
imah, a prominent Palestin¬ 
ian activist, tweeted that 
flaib should have used her 
platform to highlight Isra¬ 
el's restrictions "instead of 
writing that humiliating let¬ 
ter asking the occupier to 
treat herasan exception in 
exchange for a biding by its 
'restrictions.'" 

Deri, the interior minister, 
said after the cancellation 
that her initial request was 
apparently a "provocative 
request, aimed at bashing 
the State of Israel." 
"Apparently her hate for 
Israel overcomes her love 
for her grandmother," he 
tweeted. 

Trump's request to a foreign 
country to bar the entry of 
elected U.S. offic ia Is — and 


Israel's decision to do so — 
were unprecedented and 
drew widespread criticism, 
including from many Israelis 
aswell asstaunch support¬ 
ers of Israel in Congress. 
Critics said it risked turning 
Israel into a partisan issue 
and threatened to under¬ 
mine ties between the 
close allies. 

flaib and Omar a re known 
as supporters of "boycott, 
divestment and sanctions," 
or BDS, a Palestinian-led 
global movement. Sup¬ 
porters say the movement 
is a nonviolent way of pro¬ 
testing Israel's military rule 
over the occupied territo¬ 
ries, but Israel says it aims to 
delegitimize the state and 
eventually wipe it off the 
map. 

The two congresswomen 
are part of the "squad" of 
liberal newcomers — all 
women of color — whom 
Trump has labeled as the 
face of the Democratic 
Party as he runs for re-elec¬ 
tion. He subjected them to 
a series of racist tweets last 
month in which he called 
on them to "go back" to 
their "broken" countries. 
They are U.S. citizens 
Trump's recruitment of a 


longtime U.S. ally to punish 
his domestic rivals was a 
glaring departure from the 
tradition of American politi¬ 
cians leaving such disputes 
atthe water'sedge. 

Israel announced the 
ban "Thursday after Trump 
tweeted that "it would 
show great weakness" if the 
two were allowed to visit. 
Asked later if he had spo¬ 
ken to Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu, he said, 
"I did talk to people over 
there," without elaborating. 
In a tweet, Omar disputed 
Netanyahu's claim that 
she and flaib didn't ask to 
meet with Israeli govern¬ 
ment oropposition officials 
She said they planned to 
meet with J ewish a nd Ara b 
members of the Israeli par¬ 
liament plus other Israeli of¬ 
fic ia Is. 

For Israel, the willingness to 
side so pointedly with Trump 
marks a deeper foray into 
America's bitterly polarized 
politic sand risks its relation¬ 
ship with Congress. 
Netanyahu's embrace of 
Trump has yielded major 
gains for the Israeli right, 
including the U.S. decision 
to recognize Jerusalem as 
Israel's capital. Trump's ac¬ 
ceptance of Israel's annex¬ 
ation of the Golan Heights, 
which it seized from Syria in 
the 1967 war, provided a 
boost to Netanyahu ahead 
of April's elections. 
Netanyahu might be hop¬ 
ing fora similar jolt ahead 
of next month's polls, which 
were called after he failed 
to form a coalition govern¬ 
ment. Reactions in the Is¬ 
raeli media to the decision 
to barthe congresswomen 
were split, with Netanyahu's 
opponentsaccusing him of 
kowtowing to a divisive U.S. 
president and endanger¬ 
ing bilateral relations and 
supporters saying he had 
no choice but to fully back 
an important ally in the 
White House. 

'Just like Trump's base in 
America does not like the 
extreme left-wing elements 
of the Democratic Party, 
(Netanyahu's) base in Israel 
does not like them," said 
Reuven Hazan, a political 
science professor at He¬ 
brew University. "It serves his 
base. It does not serve the 
state of Israel.'□ 
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Dutch Princess Christina, 
sister of former 
queen, dies at 72 


Greenland to Trump: 

Thanks, but we 're not for sale 



In this photo token on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019, icebeigsaie 
photographed from the window of an aiiplane carrying NASA 
Scierrtist5astheyflyona mission to track melting ice in eastern 
Greenland. 

Associated Press 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch Princess 
Christina, the youngest sis¬ 
ter of former Queen Beat¬ 
rix, died Friday after a bat¬ 
tle with bone cancer. She 
was 72. 

Christina, the youngest of 
four daughters of the late 
Queen Juliana and her 
German-bom husband 
Prince Bernhard, died at 
the Noordeinde Palace in 
Ihe Hague, according to 
the Dutch Royal House. 

In a tweet, King Willem- 
Alexander, Queen Maxi¬ 
ma and Beatrix described 
Christina as "a striking per¬ 
sonality with a warm heart." 
Publicity-shy Christina and 
her former husband J orge 
Guillermo, the son of a 
Cuban doctor, had three 
children, Bernardo, Nicolas 
and J uliana. The couple di¬ 
vorced in 1996. 

The marriage removed 
Christina from the line of 
succession to the Dutch 
throne and allowed her to 
live outside the royal court. 
During her life, she lived in 
countries including Italy, 
the United States and Can¬ 
ada. 

Dutch Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte said by relinquish¬ 
ing her right to the throne, 
Christina "created room for 
herself to lead her own life. 
A life dominated by family, 
hergreatlove of music and 
development of young 
singing talent." 

Christina was bom partially 
blind and her mother's de¬ 
cision to seek help from 
a faith healer, Greet Hof- 



Undated handout photo of 
Dutch ftincess Christina. 

Associated Press 


ma ns, led to a roya I c risis in 
the 1950s. 

Hofmans reportedly ex¬ 
erted increasing influence 
over Queen J uliana to the 
annoyance of Prince Ber¬ 
nhard, leading to rumors 
of a possible divorce. The 
royal couple, however, re¬ 
mained married. 

Christina's remains will be 
taken to Fagel's Garden 
Pavilion on the grounds of 
Noordeinde Palace, where 
friends and family will pay 
their last respects before a 
private cremation.O 


By SETH BO REN STEIN and 
ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Ftaess 
TASIIIAQ, Greenland (AP) 

— Greenlanders are giv¬ 
ing Donald Trump the cold 
shoulder. 

Although amused, they're 
definitely not warning up 
to the U.S. president's talk 
of buying the semiautono- 
mous Danish territory. 

"We see it as an expression 
of greater interest in invest¬ 
ing in our country and the 
possibilities we offer," the 
Greenland government 
said Friday in a short state¬ 
ment. 'Of course, Green¬ 
land isnotforsale." 

Reports that Trump had 
spoken about the notion 
of buying the land mass, 
which lies between the At¬ 
lantic and Arctic oceans, 
were good fora laugh, resi¬ 
dents said. 

"He has nothing to do with 
Greenland," said 28-year- 
old Martina M.D.D. Tay, 
who was bom and raised 
inTasiilaq.a coastal Green¬ 
land town of about 2,000 
people. "I think it's a ridicu¬ 
lous idea. I think it sounds 
stupid." 

Lars Loekke Rasmussen, 
who served as Danish 
prime minister until June, 
weighed in on social me- 
d ia, tweeting "it must bean 
April Fool's Day joke" that 
wasout of season. 

A Trump a lly to Id The Associ¬ 
ated Presson Thursday that 
the Republican president 
had discussed the pur¬ 
chase but was not serious 
a bout it. And a Republican 
congressional aide said 
Trump brought up the no¬ 


tion of buying G reenla nd in 
conversations with Ameri¬ 
can lawmakers enough 
times to make them won¬ 
der, but they have not tak¬ 
en his comments seriously. 
Both spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to discuss 
private conversations 
"Because of the unofficial 
nature of the news, the 
government of Greenland 
has no further comments," 
Greenland said on its web¬ 
site. 

The White House has not 
commented on the re¬ 
ports, but it wouldn't be the 
first time an American lead¬ 
er tried to buy the world's 
largest island. 

In 1946, the U.S. proposed 
paying Denmark $100 mil¬ 
lion to buy Greenland af¬ 
ter flirting with the idea of 
swapping land in Alaska for 
strategic partsof the Arctic 
isla nd. 

When she heard that Don¬ 
ald Trump wants to buy 


Greenland, Tina Joer- 
gensen laughed. 

"I thought it was a joke," 
said Joergensen, a native 
of Denmark who was fly¬ 
ing from tiny Kulusuk on 
Greenland's eastern coast 
to the larger Tasiilaq for 
a new job as a nurse. "He 
can buy anything I guess, 
or this is what he thinks he 
can. But you can't — sorry. 
In my view, you can't buy 
a country. It's very respect¬ 
less." 

Jakob Ipsen was less than 
impressed with the possibil¬ 
ity Trump may want to pur¬ 
chase his nation. Ipsen has 
something in common with 
the U.S. president: Both run 
hotels. Ipsen's hotel is small¬ 
er than a Trump one and 
provides hands-on service, 
such as finding boats and 
driving guests around. Ip¬ 
sen noted there's a history 
of outsiders unsuccessfully 
wanting to take overthe gi- 
a nt, mostly ba men isla nd .□ 
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Ac tivistemerges a s new leaderof Mosc ow elec tion piDtests 



In this file photo taken on J uly 20,2019, Russian opposition candidate and lawyeratthe Founda¬ 
tion for Fighting Comiption Lyubov Sobol speaksto a crowd during a protest in Moscow, Russia. 

Associated ness 


By NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — After a 
monthlong hunger strike, 
it's a struggle forLyubov So- 
bolto even raise herhands 
Every gesture is difficult for 
the frail 31-year-old politi¬ 
cal activist. 

This summer's wave of 
anti-government protests 
in Moscow propelled her 
to the forefront of Russia's 
opposition movement. 
Her name rang out on 
the streets of the capital, 
packed with demonstrators 
angered by the refusal of 
election authorities to allow 
independent candidates, 
including Sobol, on the bal¬ 
lot for the Moscow Duma, 
orcity council. 

Sobol has been the prime 
target of attacks by both 
the Kremlin-friendly media 
and election officials 
'The attitude to me is differ¬ 
ent because I work harder 
than others and I don't let 
people get away with lies," 
Sobol told The Associated 
Press. "I'm not afraid of tell¬ 
ing people to their face 
what I thinkof them." 
Moscow hasbeen gripped 
by weekly protests for mo re 
than a month over the 
nearly two dozen candi¬ 
dates from across the po¬ 
litical spectrum who have 
been excluded from the 
Sept. 8 election. 

The numbers continue to 
grow: the Aug. 10 rally was 
Russia's biggest in eight 
years, and heavy-hand¬ 


ed police tactics against 
peaceful protesters illus¬ 
trates just how jittery the 
Kremlin is a bout the move¬ 
ment. More than 2,000 
people were detained, 
and videos of riot police 
beating protesters were 
widely circulated. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov broke a month of 
silence Monday, praising 
the police and saying Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin has not 
spoken on the subject be¬ 
cause he views the rallies 
as too insignificant to worry 
about. 

Sobol, bespectacled and 
with a ponytail of platinum 
blond hair, has emerged 


in what has mostly been 
a leaderless movement, 
galvanized by the authori¬ 
ties' disregard for voters' 
rights. Protesters have been 
chanting her name at the 
rallies a swell as slogans rich 
with wordplay: Lyubov liter- 
a lly mea ns "love" in Russia n. 
A graduate of Russia's most 
prestigious law school, she 
has been behind some of 
the most visible anti-corrup¬ 
tion investigations run by 
the country's undisputed 
opposition leader, Alexei 
Navalny. 

She uncovered ties be¬ 
tween the Russian govern¬ 
ment and St. Petersburg 
tycoon Yevgeny Prigozhin, 


years before the U.S. spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler indicted him for alleg¬ 
edly funding the internet 
trolls involved in interfering 
with the U.S. presidential 
election in 2016. She led a 
campaign this year a gainst 
Prigozhin's catering com¬ 
panies that were linked to 
an outbreak of dysentery 
in Moscow schools. Prigo¬ 
zhin denied any wrongdo¬ 
ing in the troll farm and his 
companies deny they were 
to blame for the dysentery 
outbreak. 

Sobol was also one of 
the founders of Navalny's 
hugely popular YouTube 
channel that now boasts 


an audience rivaling Krem¬ 
lin-controlled TV stations 
Leonid Volkov, Navalny's 
top strategist who has 
known Sobol for nearly a 
decade, describesherasa 
tough and "strong, remark¬ 
able leader" who "always 
standsherground." 

One of Navalny's original 
disciples, Sobol hasworked 
with him on various politic a I 
and anti-corruption cam¬ 
paigns since 2011. In a blog 
post Friday from jail, where 
he is serving a sentence for 
calling an unsanctioned 
protest, Navalny said he 
was"happythata new,full- 
pledged political leader 
hasbeen bom." 

She rejectssuggestionsof a 
solo career and says she is 
more focused on the com¬ 
mon goals of the protest 
movement, not personal 
ambitions. "What's impor¬ 
tant to me is to bring to 
life the ideas that I came 
to work here for," she said, 
sitting in Navalny's office in 
Moscow. "I want to live in a 
country where rights and 
freedoms are respected, a 
country with independent 
courts and independent 
media." During the recent 
protests, Sobol appeared 
to be one step ahead of 
the other opposition fig¬ 
ures, going on the hunger 
strike, staging a sit-in at 
the offices of the Russian 
Election Commission and 
plunging into a heated and 
emotional debate with the 
commission's head.□ 


Kim expresses 'great satisfaction 1 over weapons tests 


By KIM TDNG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

North Korea on Saturday 
said leader Kim Jong Un 
supervised another test-fir¬ 
ing of an unspecified new 
weapon that extended a 
streak of weapons dem¬ 
onstrations seen as an at¬ 
tempt to pressure Wash¬ 
ington and Seoul over slow 
nuclear negotiations and 
their joint military exercises. 
Pyongyang's Korean Cen¬ 
tral News Agency on Sat¬ 
urday said Kim following 
Friday's launches expressed 
"great satisfaction" over his 
military's "mysterious and 


amazing success rates" in 
recent testing activity and 
vowed to build up "invin¬ 
cible military capabilities 
no one dare provoke."The 
report did not mention any 
specific comment on the 
United States or South Ko¬ 
rea. 

Friday's launches were 
North Korea's sixth round of 
tests since late J uly that re- 
vealed developments of a 
new rocket artillery system 
and two separate short- 
range mobile ballistic mis¬ 
sile systems that experts say 
would expand the North's 
ability to strike targets 
throughout South Korea, in¬ 


cluding U.S. basesthere. 
KCNA did not describe 
what Friday's weapons 
were or how they per¬ 
formed, but it said that the 
tests were successful and 
strengthened the military's 
confidence in the reliability 
of the system. 

South Korea's military says 
two projectiles launched 
from the North's eastern 
coast flew about 230 kilo¬ 
meters (143 miles) before 
landing in waters between 
the Korean Peninsula and 
Japan. Seoul's Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said the U.S. and 
South Korean militaries 
were analyzing the launch¬ 


es but didn't immediately 
say whether the weapons 
were ballistic missiles or 
rocket artillery. 

Experts say President Don¬ 
ald Trump's repeated 
downplaying of the North's 
launches allowed the 
country more room to inten¬ 
sify its testing activity and 
advance its short-range 
weaponry while it seeks to 
build leverage ahead of 
nuclear negotiations with 
Washington, which could 
resume after the end of 
ongoing allied military drills 
la ter this month. 

North Korea has also ig¬ 
nored South Korean calls 


for dialogue recently and 
is seen as trying to force 
Seoul to make stronger ef¬ 
forts to coax major con¬ 
cessions from Washington 
on its behalf. South Korea's 
military alerted reporters to 
the launcheshoursafteran 
unidentified North Korean 
government spokesman 
used unusually blunt lan¬ 
guage to criticize South Ko¬ 
rean President Moon J a e-in 
for continuing to hold mili¬ 
tary exercises with the U.S. 
and overhisrosycomments 
on inter-Korean diplomacy, 
and said Pyongyang has 
no current plansto talk with 
SeoulO 







In thisJ an. 4,2015 file photo, the computer, modem and irvtvanet 
network cabling belonging to Rafael Antonio Btoche Moreno 
sits on a desk at his home in Havana. 

Associated Press 


Cuban state Id 
absorb underground 
video-gamers' network 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated 

HAVANA (AP) — After 
weeks of resistance from 
Cuban video gamers, the 
island's state-run computer 
organization will absorb 
the services of an offline 
underground network that 
for more than a decade 
extended privately in Ha¬ 
vana. 

The state's Youth Com¬ 
puter Club will take con¬ 
trol of SNET — a merging 
of the words Street and 
Network — thanks to a law 
that came into force in late 
July and authorizes Cu¬ 
bans to have private net¬ 
works, while paradoxically 
dismantling the largest of 
them. 

'This service will grow with 
the increased infrastruc¬ 
ture" of the Youth Comput¬ 
er C lub, Pa bio J ulio Pla Fe- 
ria, general director of the 
Communications Ministry, 
told local media Thursday 
night. His comments were 
a response to protests by 
SNET users. 

SNET expanded rapidly 
overthe pastdecade with¬ 
out the internet, relying 
instead on wireless con- 
nectionsand cablesstrung 
between housesand build¬ 
ings The system's antennas 
are visible on Havana roof¬ 
tops 

Observers say it has more 
than 40,000 users in the 
capital, many of whom use 
it to play games like World 
of Ware raft or Battlefield or 
discuss sports It emerged 


asa way to play multi-play¬ 
er video games in an of¬ 
fline mode. Talking politics, 
exchanging pornography 
or insulting is prohibited. 

The network operated in a 
gray area in that it was not 
illegal but was not allowed 
either. But the new regula¬ 
tions allow only lower pow¬ 
er networks covering small 
areas, leaving SNET now 
outside the law. 

"SNET is a family," 24-year- 
old user Ernesto de Armas 
told The Associated Press in 
a Twitter interview. 'Some¬ 
one who is not a 'gameri 
in Cuba won't understand 
what it feels like to lose not 
only these fantastic univers¬ 
es, but the community." 
When the law went into 
effect July 29, opposition 
grew and users requested 
the law be amended to 
allow SNET to continue op¬ 
erating. In addition to the 
protests, a Twitter cam¬ 
paign waslaunched under 
the label #YoSoySnet and 
#FuerzaSnet. Some young 
people like de Annas say 
they have been visited by 
police. 

Youth Computer Club offi¬ 
cials have begun conduct¬ 
ing pilot tests for SNET users 
and said they will increase 
their infrastructure to com¬ 
ply with the new law. 
However, many of the 
gamers distrust the club 
and have doubts about 
its technical abilities. Those 
who are not near a club 
tower fear they will lose 
theirconnection to SNETO 
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Christopher Landau, the new U.S ambassador to Mexico, deliveisa state merit Id members ofthe 
media at the Benito J uarez International Airport; upon his arrival to Mexico City, Friday, Aug. 16, 
2019. 

Associated ness 

New U.S Ambassador arrives in 
Mexico with 'hand extended 1 


By PETER ORS 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — New 

U.S. Ambassadorto Mexico 
Christopher Landau arrived 
in Mexico City on Friday 
to take up one of Wash¬ 
ington's most important 
diplomatic posts, which 
had been vacant for over 
a year, amid a tricky time 
for relations between the 
North American neighbors. 
Landau replaces Roberta 
J acobson, the first woman 
to be the United States' 
envoy to Mexico, who re¬ 
signed and retired in May 
2018. 

"I arrive with my hand ex¬ 
tended. The United States 
wins when there is a pros¬ 
perous and stable Mexico, 
and Mexico wins when 
there is a prosperous and 
stable United States," Lan¬ 
dau said in brief remarks to 
journalists upon arriving at 
Mexico City's airport in the 
morning. He did not take 
questions 

The United States and 
Mexico have deep cultur¬ 
al, familial and economic 
ties. The United States buys 
about 80% of Mexican ex¬ 
ports, some $358 billion last 
year, and in the first quarter 
of this year Mexico was the 
United States' No. 1 com¬ 
mercial partner for the first 
time, ahead of Canada 


and China. 

But Landau's arrival comes 
after months of tensions 
over immigration and 
trade. 

Mexico has cracked down 
a wave of mostly Central 
American migrants and 
asylum seekers moving 
through its territory after U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
threatened to slap tariffs 
on imports from its south¬ 
ern neighbor. The number 
of migrants encountered 
by U.S. authorities in July 
dropped below 100,000for 
the first time in five months, 
according to U.S. govern¬ 
ment data released last 
week. 

A September deadline 
looms when the two coun¬ 
tries are to evaluate prog- 
resson the issue. 

The governments are also 
hoping for ratification of a 
trade deal with Canada 
that replaced the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement. Mexico's Sen¬ 
ate approved the agree¬ 
ment known asthe USMCA 
in J une, but U.S. lawmakers 
have yetto do so. 
'Obviously there are chal¬ 
lenges in the bilateral rela¬ 
tionship, but they are the 
challenges ... of any rela¬ 
tionship that is so close," 
Landau said. 

'Ourcountriesare partners, 


neighbors and friends," he 
added. "It is that way to¬ 
day, and always will be." 
Antonio Garza, who was 
U.S. ambassador to Mexi¬ 
co from 2002 to 2009, said 
Landau will be tasked with 
working with Mexico on the 
same issuesthatare peren¬ 
nially core to the relation¬ 
ship: trade, immigration 
and security. 

"I think to various degrees 
at different times there's 
more urgency attached to 
each of those," Garza said. 
"With that said, I don't think 
that there has ever been a 
more critical time in terms 
of urgency as relates to 
trade, immigration and se¬ 
curity." 

Landau is a Harvard-edu¬ 
cated lawyer who has ar¬ 
gued nine casesbefore the 
Supreme Court and who 
clerked forj usticesAntonin 
Scalia and Clarence Thom¬ 
as in the early 1990s, ac¬ 
cording to a bio provided 
by the U.S. Embassy. 

While he lacks diplomatic 
experience, he is the son 
of career diplomat George 
Landau, who was ambas¬ 
sador to Venezuela, Chile 
and Paraguay. The young- 
erLandau wasbom in Ma¬ 
drid, attended the Ameri¬ 
can School in Asuncion, 
Paraguay, and speaks 
Spanish fluentlyO 
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APInterview: Puerto Rico govemorto stay, fight corruption 



PuertD Rico Governor Wanda Vazquez poses fora photo during an interview with the Associated 
Ftessatthe la Fortaleza, the official residence of the Governor of F\jerto Rico, in San J uan, Puerto 
Rico, Friday, Aug. 16, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By DANICA COTO 

Associated FYess 

SAN J UAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Asa child, Puerto Rico's 
newest governor said she 
would stand on her balco¬ 
ny and hold imaginary tri¬ 
als, always finding the sup¬ 
posed defend ants guilty. 
Now, after more than 32 
yearsof public service asa 
district attorney and justice 
secretary, Wanda Vazquez 
finds herself leading a U.S. 
territory of 3.2 million peo¬ 
ple following a Supreme 
Court ruling last week that 
ousted her predeces¬ 
sor and appears to have 
calmed the political turmoil 
that led the island to have 
three governors in less than 
a week. 

As justice secretary, 
Vazquez was automati¬ 
cally next in line to become 
governor after the court's 
ruling, a historic move she 
said will allow her to truly 
work for the people and 
respond to their needs be¬ 
cause she is free of all politi¬ 
cal tiesorobligatio ns 
"I don't have that weight 
on my shoulders," she told 
The Associated Press in an 
interview. "I don't aspire to 
political office." 

Vazquez is expected to 
finish the term of former 
Gov. Ricardo Rossello, who 
resigned on Aug. 2 follow¬ 
ing popular protests fueled 
by anger over corruption, 
mismanagement of public 


funds and an obscenity- 
laced chat in which the 
governor and 11 other 
men including public offi¬ 
cials mocked women, gay 
people and victims of Hurri¬ 
cane Maria, among others 
She said her priorities are 
to fight corruption, secure 
federal hurricane recovery 
funds and help pull Puerto 
Rico out of its 13-year re¬ 
cession. 

Vazquez told the AP that 
in the coming weeks, she 
plans to create a special 
team within Puerto Rico's 
Justice Department made 


up of local and federal of¬ 
ficials to crack down on 
corruption. She said all 
government contracts will 
be investigated, including 
those awarded as part of 
a billion-dollarhurricane re¬ 
construction effort. 

She also said she would be 
pressing the administration 
of U.S. President Donald 
Trump for funds that are 
sorely needed on an island 
still struggling to recover 
from the Category 4 storm 
that hit on Sept. 20, 2017. 

"I have to fight for those 
funds," she said. 'There 


are still people who don't 
have roofs ... There are still 
people who don't have 
windows, who don't have 
doors, who completely lost 
their homes, who are liv¬ 
ing with relatives There are 
people ... who are still feel¬ 
ing like they are not being 
treated equally, who feel 
they are being discriminat¬ 
ed against, and we have 
to fight that." 

Vazquez said restructuring 
part of Puerto Rico's more 
than $70 billion public debt 
load also is important, add¬ 
ing that she met this week 


with the chairman and ex¬ 
ecutive director of a fed¬ 
eral control board over¬ 
seeing the island's finances 
amid the economic crisis. 
Uke Rossello, she said she 
opposesausterity measures 
imposed by the board in¬ 
cluding pension cuts to a 
public system facing more 
than $50 billion in unfund¬ 
ed pension liabilities: 'They 
need (the money). We 
cannotcutthem and force 
them all into poverty." 

But in an allusion to Ros- 
sello's public relationship 
with the board, she added, 
'We're not going to adopt 
a combative stance. ... 
We're going to collaborate 
because I want to pull Puer¬ 
to Rico out of bankruptcy. I 
want the board to finish its 
job, but without sacrificing 
the people." 

Despite all her upcoming 
plans, being governor is 
not a job Vazquez initially 
wa nted. 

In a recent Sunday tweet 
that created a media fren¬ 
zy, Vazquez said she was 
not interested in the posi¬ 
tion. But she posted the 
tweet just days before the 
court in a unanimous vote 
on Aug. 7 found that the 
swearing in of nominated 
secretary of state Pedro 
Pieriuisi was unconstitution¬ 
al. 

'That's when I decided I 
wasn't going to reject the 
challenge,"she said. □ 


Mexic o president opposes 
prosecuting predecessors 


e Dulio 201 


J. 



In this J uly 1,2019 file photo, Mexico's President Andres Manu¬ 
el Lopez Obiador delivers his speech during rally to celebrate 
the one-yearannivetsaty of his election, in Mexico City's main 
square, the Zocalo. 

Associated Press 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex¬ 
ico President Andres Man¬ 
uel Lopez Obrador repeat¬ 
ed Friday his opposition to 
prosecuting former presi¬ 


dents even as he said that 
a president would know 
everything that happened 
during hisadministration. 
The question of prosecut¬ 


ing ex-presidents has taken 
new life with prosecutors' 
pursuit of Rosario Robles, 
an ex-Cabinet minister of 
former President Enrique 
Pena Nieto. 

This week a judge ordered 
that Robles be held in jail 
pending trial for alleg¬ 
edly knowing about the 
diversion of $260 million of 
public funds going back 
to 2014 and not doing 
anything. The judge also 
told prosecutors to clarify 
whether Pena Nieto knew 
about it. Roblesisaccused 
of "wrongful exercise of 


public service." 

"Mexico's president has 
all of the information," 
Lopez Obrador said. "All 
presidents know what hap¬ 
pens." 

Lopez Obrador said if the 
public really wants to go 
after an ex-president he 
would consider holding a 
public vote on it. He has 
made battling corruption 
a centerpiece of his ad¬ 
ministration, but consistent¬ 
ly said he doesn't want to 
pursue his predecessors. He 
has said he wants to move 
forward, not seek revenge. 


The president also charac¬ 
terized as "legal sabotage" 
a judge's order Thursday 
to stop construction of a 
new commercial airport 
forthe capital at the Santa 
Lucia military base until an 
injunction requested by 
organizations opposed to 
the project is resolved. 
"Seeking injunctionsagainst 
all the projects we're going 
is the national sport," Lopez 
Obrador said. "I hope it's 
resolved quickly." 

The judge's decision could 
be appealed by the 
govemment.Q 
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Aruban wins Connecticut 2018-2019 Language leacherof the Year 



CONNECTICUT — Aruban Richard 
de Meij was chosen by the Con¬ 
necticut Council of Language 
Teachers as Language Tfeacher 
of the Year for 2018-2019. De Meij 
is a Spanish and French teacher 
at Hartford ftiblic High School's 
Academy of Nursing and Health 
Sciences. The leacherof the Year 
Committee was impressed by the 
passion and energy that he brings 
to the profession. It was clear to 
them that his high energy ap¬ 
proach is very effective in engag¬ 
ing the students in his classes In 
feet; De Meij is an inspiration to his 
students to positively impact their 
own communities as he has done 
in his own communities 

De Meij is an outstanding advo¬ 
cate for students in his classes, and 
for language and culture educa¬ 
tion in general. He is committed 
to social justice in his classes and 
school, and he has worked to be¬ 
come a specialist in equity educa¬ 


tion. He thinksabout how decisions 
about learning will impact all stu¬ 
dents, and how to reach all stu¬ 
dents in terms of their unique paths 
to proficiency. He strategizes ways 
to make all voices heard, especial¬ 
ly those that have been tradition¬ 
ally left out of the conversation. 

De Meij's leadership path is exten¬ 
sive. He has presented and coor¬ 
dinated workshops at CT COLTs 
conference spanning many years. 
He hasshared hisnumerousskillsat 
the Northeast Conference on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages' 
(NECTFL) conference. He haseven 
served in a leadership capacity 
for the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) Special Interest Group 
dedicated to the Teaching of Afri¬ 
can American Students. Currently, 
he isworking to organize the Great- 
erHartford Festival of Languagesto 
take place in the near future. An- 
otherarea of leadership thatcan't 
be overlooked is his commitment 




to languages in the community. 
He hasworked to bring his students 
into the community to interactwith 
Haitian families in Hartford church¬ 
es. He worked to find speakers of 
French in the community, and has 
committed to bringing students to 
work with the families to practice 
their language skills, and in service 
to the fa milies. It's ha rd to think of a 
better example of "Communities" 
in terms of ACTFL's World Readi¬ 
ness Standards than the work that 
De Meij isalready doing forhisstu¬ 
dents. 

De Meij is an exemplary world lan¬ 
guage teacher. He speaks eight 
languages with differing levels of 
proficiency. He isalso learning two 
otherlanguages! He teaches both 
Frenc h a nd Spa nish with a n energy 
and passion that is contagious to 
his students. He understands and 
implements high leverage teach¬ 
ing practices in orderto effectively 
promote language proficiency 
and reach the World Readiness 
Standards for his students He is 
a demonstrated leader at the 
school, district, regional, and na¬ 
tional levels 


Biography 
Educated at: 

- Colegio Arubano (Aruba) 

- University of Florida 

- University of Utrecht (Neth.) 

- Central CTState University 

Degreesin: 

- Speech/Lang.Pathology 

- Applied Linguistics 

Language Fluency in: 

- Dutch (native) 

- Papiamento (native) 

- English (native) 

- Spanish (near-native) 

- Portuguese (near-native) 

-French (fluently) 

- German (fluently) 

- Ita lia n (fa ir) 

O the r La ng ua g es Stud ied: 

-J apanese & (modem) Greek 

- Bulgarian &Tagalog 

- Afrikaans(understood) 

- Polish & Mainer(Mainah) 

Currently Studying: 

- Arabic (Egyptian MSA) Q 

Credits: Hartford Public School. 
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Fun in the Sun at Aruba International Regatta 2019 




ORANJ ES1AD -The 11th edition of Arnba In¬ 
ternational Regatta has started. A weekend of 
action and competition for big yachts, beach 
cats* and smaller boats like sunfishes and opti- 
mistsas well as for windsurfers and micro boats; 
three evenings of music and parly forall partici¬ 
pants and spectators at the beach. 

The sailors will compete for the overall trophy 
forthe winnerin the most competitive class. For 
the youngest sailors there will be optimist and 
sail cube races and there will be races forthe 
wind surfers. At Gouvemeurs beach there will 
be micro boatracesand a workshop on build¬ 
ing miniature boatsorganized by Rancho Foun¬ 
dation. 

At Surfside Beach, next to the airport, you will 
find the regatta village. Here they ensure good 
entertainment, music, food and beverage and 


a spectacular view on the races More than 
40 sailing races will take place in the waters of 
Oranjestad Harbourtoday and tomorrow from 
9 AM until 5 PM. The Aruba International Regat¬ 
ta is not only an event forthe participants in the 
races: the regatta village is a gathering point 
forpeople who want to enjoy a view of the rac- 
esorhave a relaxed afternoon on the beach in 
the regatta-mood. Forthe third year in a row, 
the Aruba Regatta Foundation has received a 
gold award from the Sailors forthe Sea - Clean 
Regattas campaign, also this year's edition will 
be dedicated to the sustainable clean sailing 
campaign and all possible efforts will be made 
to reuse, reduce and recycle the resources for 
the event. 

Miniature Boat Competition 

Rancho Foundation would like to invite you to 
the traditional Miniature Boat Competition that 


will take place at the Governor's Bay Beach in 
Oranjestad. Today from 10 AM to 6 PM you will 
be able to see demonstrations and testing of 
the miniature boats. 

Sunday August 18th is race day! "The competi¬ 
tion consistsof 3 boat sizes; 30,35, and 40 inches 
long. "This will be from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM. For 
more information on this family event please 
call +297-562-8352 or send an email to stichtin- 
grancho@gmail.com 

"This year's Regatta will surely be an event you 
shouldn't miss! Most participants are already 
preparing forthe racesand a number of inter¬ 
national competitors have already confirmed 
their participation in the races. Checkout their 
website www.aruba-regatta.com ortheirFace- 
book page Aruba International Regatta for 
more information. □ 
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The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visHors on the island 


PALM BEACH — Recently, Kim¬ 
berley Richardson of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor one of Aruba's 
loyal and friendly visitors as a Dis¬ 
tinguished Visitor of Aruba. The 
symbolic Distinguished Visitor 
certificate is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism, as a to¬ 
ken of appreciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 10 years and 
more consecutively. 

The ho no nee was Aiden WUrst 
from USA. 

This lovely boy stated that he 
loves the island very much, es¬ 
pecially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches, 
beautiful sunsets, delicious vari¬ 
ety of foods, and the amount of 
activities that Aruba has to offer! 

Ms. Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Marriott 
Aruba Ocean Club presented 
the certificate to the honoree, 
handed oversome presentsand 
also thanked his and his parents 
forchoosing Aruba astheirfavor- 
ite vacation destination and as 
their home awayfrom homeO 
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See Pi®yvr$ r Cki£i foi- hill ruilcs. PfiwFiPi -tori be Cpf to Free Sfeif flay. 
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BBS 


Fun 4-Cartl BINGO starting at 1 pml 

S7 for 4-Card BSNGO | 8 Games to Ploy 

$1,500 in 

Cash Prizes! 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Plus 5500 Cnsh Prize incur Monthly 
Early Bird Drawing. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Solon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Open daily 10am to 4am JiJrnusquin Blvd #47 . 


Aruba acts to protect endangered coral reefs 



ORANJ ES1AD — less than 
a year alter announcing 
a total ban on the use of 
single-use plastic, Aruba 
has intensified its mea¬ 
sures to protect its endan¬ 
gered coial reels. In what is 
claimed to be “the biggest 
voluntarism project" on the 
island overa thousand vol¬ 
unteers - locals and visitors 
alike - will congregate on 
the beaches of the Dutch 
Caribbean island for the 
Aruba Reef Cate Projecton 
19 September. 

The volunteers efforts to 
clean both snorkel and 
dive sites, and beaches, is 
now supplemented by a 
coral nursery, funded by 
Aloe Aruba, which was 
recently unveiled in Sava- 
neta. Historically, Savaneta 
wasthe island's capital up 
to 1797. 

Aloe Aruba, which also 
produces coral-safe sun¬ 
screen, is partnering local 
youth diving group Scub- 
ble Bubbles, to help restore 
the island'scoral reefs. 


In its effort to save the cor¬ 
al reefs, the nursery will be 
used to rehabilitate frag¬ 
mented reef until it be¬ 
comes sufficiently mature 
to be transplanted onto 
the coral reef by Scubble 
Bubble divers. 

In 2017, the island's author¬ 
ity banned the use of all 
single-use plastic bags, a 
measure that was extend¬ 
ed the following year to 
include plastic cups, straws 
and Styrofoam boxes. The 
ban will be transitioned 
in until 2020. At the same 
time, sunscreens with oxy- 
benzone, which damage 
the coral, will also be ban¬ 
ished from the island. 

Aruba intends to be fossil- 
free by the year 2020 in its 
continued efforts to pre¬ 
serve the island's natural 
environment and preserve 
itsendangered coral reefs 
Since 1995, the Aruba Reef 
Care Project has been per- 
hapsthe best known aswell 
as largest volunteer envi¬ 
ronmental initiative on the 
island, raising awareness of 


the need to preserve the 
sea environment. If you are 
interested in volunteering 
for the organization, email 
Castro Perez at castroper- 
ez@gmail.com. 


If you can't make the 
September date, an an¬ 
nual National Coastal 
Clean-Up Day is carried 
out each November, dur¬ 
ing which volunteers make 


a clean sweep of Aruba 
beachesQ 

Credits: Rac ebook & website 
Travel begins at 40 
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Hamlin 
wins 1st 
pole of 
season 
fbrlbyota 
and Gibbs 

ByJENNA FRYER 
APAuto Racing VUHter 
BRISTOL, Tenn. (AP) — Den¬ 
ny Hamlin haswonthe pole 
forSatunday night's race at 
Bristol Motor Speedway, a 
critical short-track show¬ 
down for drivers trying to 
qualify for the playoffs. 

The Daytona 500 winner 
turned a lap at 129.230 
mph in his Toyota for Joe 
Gibbs Racing in Friday's 
qualifying session. His ef¬ 
fort bumped Kyle Larson to 
second and Larson is not 
locked into the 16-driver 
playoff field with three rac¬ 
es remaining to fill the final 
seven slots 

Winless on the season, Lar¬ 
son is ranked 13th in the 
standings and briefly held 
the pole until Hamlin's fast 
lap. "The two planned to 
watch Friday night's Xfin- 
ity Series race together sit¬ 
ting in the Bristol stands, so 
Hamlin took great delight 
in knocking him from the 
top starting spot. 

"I was wondering why he 
was giving me the fin¬ 
ger when I pulled in," said 
Hamlin, who won not only 
his first pole of the season 
but the first for Toyota and 
JGR. 

Larson still feels good 
about a strong run that 
can push him into a play¬ 
off spot. Only nine drivers 
have locked up berths 
and a victory earns an au¬ 
tomatic spot in the cham¬ 
pionship race. 

"I feel like we've been 
points racing a little bit 
lately," Larson said. 

Continued on Rage 20 



Philadelphia Phillies? Bryce Harper celebrates the team's win overlhe Chicago Cubs in a baseball game Ihuisday, Aug. 15, 2019, 
in Philadelphia. The Phillies won 7-5 on a grand slam by Harper in the ninth. 

Associated Press 
Rage 20 
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Matsuyama blisteis Medina h with 63 for BMW Championship lead 



hfideki Matsuyama, of Japan, hits out of the bunker on the ninth 
hole during the BMW Championship golf tournament in Medi¬ 
na h, III., Friday, Aug. 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
MEDINAH, III. (AP) — Hide- 
ki Matsuyama has never 
missed the Tour Champion¬ 
ship since hisfirstfullyearon 
the PGA Tour. He played 
Friday like he doesn't want 
the streak to end. 

Outside the top 30 in the 
FedEx Cup for the first time 
atthe BMW Championship, 
Matsuyama made five 
birdie putts from 15 feet 
or longer and broke the 
course record at Medinah 
with a 9-under63fora one- 
shot lead going into the 
weekend. 

He started hissecond round 
with a 30-foot birdie putt. 
He ended the round with a 
30-foot birdie putt. 

Ihe explanation for what 
went right wasn't that long. 
"I did make a lot of long 
putts today, and that 
was the difference," Mat¬ 
suyama said through his in¬ 
terpreter. 

lhat was a big difference 
for Tiger Woods, too. He 
made only two putts longer 
than 6 feet, made a pair of 
bogeys from the bunkers 
late in the round and had 
to settle for another 71. 
Woods, who needs a top 
10 to advance to the Tour 
Championship, washed for 
49th. 

"I left quite a few shots out 
there," Woods said. 
Matsuyama was at 12-un- 
der 132, one shot ahead 
of Patrick Cantlay (67) 
and Tony Finau (66). J ustin 
Thomas made six birdies to 
offset three bogeys in his 
round of 69, leaving him 
two shots behind. 


Cantlay, Finau and Thom¬ 
as are all assured of being 
among the top 30 who ad¬ 
vance to the Tour Cham¬ 
pionship next week, where 
everyone in the field will 
have a shot at winning the 
Fed Ex Cup and the $15 mil¬ 
lion prize. 

Matsuyama won fourtimes 
on the Japan Golf Tour as 
a rookie after he graduat¬ 
ed college, and then won 
the Memorial in 2014 and 
narrowly got into the FedEx 
Cup finale at East Lake. He 
was as high as No. 2 in the 
world just two years ago 


after the U.S. Open.But he 
hasgone two yearswithout 
winning, and Friday was 
the first time he has led af- 
terany round since his most 
recent victory at Firestone 
in the Bridgestone Invita¬ 
tional. 

"It's been a long time since 
I've been in contention," 
Matsuyama said. "Hopeful¬ 
ly, I can play well. I've been 
struggling for a while this 
year. Hopefully, that can 
turn around and I'll have a 
good weekend." 

Cantlay has gone 36 holes 
at Medinah with only one 


bogey, and key to his 
round was avoid one late. 
His tee shot on the 320-ya rd 
15th caught enough of the 
wind that bounded right 
into the water. He took his 
penalty dropped, chipped 
to 8 feet and saved par, 
got up-and-down on the 
next hole and then finished 
with two more good putts, 
one for birdie and another 
for par. 

"Any time you make a par 
after hitting the ball in the 
water it's good," he said. "It 
gave me some nice mo¬ 
mentum to close out the 
round." 

Lucas Glover (69) and Rory 
Sabbatini (68) were among 
the group at 9-under 135, 
both suddenly in range of 
the top 30. 

WoodswontheTourCham- 
pionship last year, capping 
a remarkable return from 
four back surgeries with his 
first victory in five years. It 
was an extraordinary af¬ 
ternoon considering where 
he had been, a moment 
topped in Georgia some six 
months later when he won 
the Masters. 

But after he pulled out at 
Liberty National last week 
citing a mild oblique strain, 
he slipped 10 spots to No. 
38. And while it was a mild 
surprise when he showed 
up at Medinah, he's going 
the wrong direction in the 
FedEx Cup. 

He isn't ruling out a return 
to the Tour Championship 
to defend his title, but he's 
running out of time and not 
making enough birdies 
Woods hit it to tap-in range 


on the 11th, and then ran 
off birdies on the 14th and 
15th hole to slowlygetback 
into the picture at Medi¬ 
nah. And then he made 
consecutive bogeys from 
the bunker, had to settle for 
another 71 and was right 
back where he started. 

"I'm going to have to have a 
great weekend and make 
a lot of birdies and post 
some rounds in the mid-60s 
to give myself a chance at 
it," Woods said. "Putt well 
and I'll shoot good scores. I 
haven't done that." 

J ordan Spieth also is on the 
verge of ending a second 
straight season without a 
victory, and without a trip 
to East Lake. He made 
progressat Liberty National 
with a tie for sixth, and he 
needs another finish like 
thatto crackthe top 30. 

He did not need to chop 
his way to a double bogey 
o n the p a r-3 e ig hth tha t left 
him at the bottom of the 
back. Spieth rallied with 
five birdies on the back 
nine, and he believes he 
has the 'firepower" to post 
two low scores and hope 
it'senough. 

There was a realistic side to 
him Friday, especially after 
the double bogey, that his 
season was over because 
of how he feltoverthe ball. 
Yes, he still has an outside 
chance. But he sure didn't 
sound consumed by it. 

"I'm fa re no ugh out that I'm 
going to sleep at night not 
expecting to be there," Spi¬ 
eth said about East Lake. 
"It's not where I want to live, 
but it's where lam. 


J imenez, Barron share PGA lour Champions lead 


ENDICOTT, N.Y. (AP) — 

Miguel Angel J imenez bird- 
ied three of the final six 
holes Friday for a 7-under 
65 a nd a sha re of the first- 
round lead with Monday 
qualifier Doug Barron in the 
PGATourChampions'Dic k's 
Sporting GoodsOpen. 
Jimenez had eight birdies 
and a bogey at En Joie 
Golf Club. The 55-year-old 
Spaniard won the Chubb 
Classic in February in Florida 
for his seventh senior title. 

"It was very nice. I played 
very solid. I felt very com¬ 
fortable onthe golfcourse," 


Jimenez said. 'That's what 
you need to do, hitfairways, 
hit greens and hit it close. I 
made the putts. Happy with 
the way I've been man¬ 
aging myself on the golf 
course." The 50-year-old 
Barron had seven birdies in 
a bogey-free round. He's 
coming off a fifth-place tie 
in the Senior British Open in 
his Champions debut. "I've 
been around thiscourse 32 
times in tournament rounds 
and played howevermany 
practice rounds here when 
I was on tour, so I like the 
place. It fits my eye," Barron 


said. 'J ust like it reminds me 
of the two courses I grew 
up playing at home. So, I've 
always played good here, 
I've had some good finishes 
here." 

Marco Dawson and Scott 
Parel were a stroke back 
at 66. Kevin Sutherland was 
another stroke back with 
David McKenzie and Billy 
Andrade. Kevin Sutherland 
shot a 59 in the touma ment 
five years ago. 

Senior British Open winner 
Bernhard Langershota 68, 
playing alongside Charles 
Schwab Cup leader Scott 


McCamon and SeniorPlay- 
ers Championship winner 
Retief Goosen. Langer 
won at En Joie in 2014. 
'You've got to drive it 
straight here," Langer said. 
"It's tree-lined, rough and 
treeseverywhere, so you've 
got to drive it really good, 
hit some good irons and, 
hopefully, sink some putts. 
That's what it takes" 
McCamon, the winner two 
yearsago, had a 69. Goos¬ 
en shot 72. Davis Love III 
and J ay Ha as shot 68, while 
playing partner Fred Cou¬ 
ples had a 70. Couples is 


back at En J oie forthe first 
time in 24 years. He won 
the B.C. Open in 1991 when 
it was a PGA Tour event."I 
just didn't make enough 
birdies, but I felt OK," Cou¬ 
ples said. "I have to play a 
lot more and practice a lot 
harderto work my way up 
these leaderboards again. 

I have not really played 
well this whole year, but it's 
fun to be here." 

J ohn Daly had a 71. 
Defending champion Bart 
Bryant opened with a 
72. He also won the 2013 
eventO 
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WIN $5,000 IN CASH PRIZES 
ON WEDNESDAYS 

August 7,14 t 21 and 28,2019 
starting at 9:00 PM 


Ash Barty teaches semifinals in Ciney, Osaka injured 



Ashleigh Barty, of Australia, selves to Maria Sakkari, of Greece, 
during the Western & Southern Open tennis tournament; Friday, 
Aug. 16, 2019, in Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


By J OE KAY 
AP Sports Writer 
MASON, Ohio (AP) — Ash¬ 
leigh Barty was in the same 
predicament, trying to dig 
out from an ugly first set. 
The Western & Southern 
Open's top seed found a 
way to do itagain. 

Barty reached the semifi¬ 
nals of the tournament for 
the first time and moved 
closer to regaining the No. 
1 world ranking Friday by 
beating Maria Sakkari 5-7, 
6-2, 6-0. With one more 
win, she can move into the 
top spot for the U.S. Open, 
taking it back from Naomi 
Osaka. 

Osaka had much bigger 
concerns after dropping 
out of her semifinal match 
because of a knee injury. 
After splitting sets with So¬ 
fia Kenin, Osaka took a 
timeout early in the third 
set to have her left knee 
examined and wrapped. 
She played only two more 
points before retiring, send¬ 
ing Kenin into the semifi¬ 


nals for the second straight 
week. 

Last week in Toronto, Kenin 
knocked off Barty on her 
way to the semifinals, al¬ 
lowing Osaka to jump 
ahead of Barty for No. 1. 
Now they're in position to 
swap spotsagain. 

Barty is feeling good about 
her play with the U.S. Open 
justahead. 

"Still not quite there, but 
we're getting better and 
better each match," the 
French Open champion 
said. "Ithinkthat'sthe beau¬ 
ty of being able to stay 
alive in the tournament is 
to give myself an opportu¬ 
nity to keep getting better. I 
think I'm still aiming to obvi¬ 
ously do very well here, but 
the big picture is New York 
in 10 days' time." 

She needs some work on 
first sets, though. 

Barty got ahead 5-2 in her 
opening set Friday and 
then got sloppy, letting it 
slip away as Sakkari be¬ 
came more aggressive. It 


was the second straight 
day that Barty rallied af¬ 
terdropping a first set. She 
fought off a match point 
during a three-set win over 
Anett Kontaveit on Thurs¬ 
day, showing poise that 
she'd need to draw on 
again a day later. 

'There is certainly no pan¬ 
ic, where it gets to the 
stage where I'm kind of 
overwrought or can't think 
straight," she said. "I'm still 
able to, more times than 
not, have the ability to re¬ 
lax and kind of stay clear 
and come back to what 
works." 

Barty will face Svetlana 
Kuznetsova, who reached 
herfirst semifinal of the sea¬ 
son by beating third-seed¬ 
ed Karolina Pliskova 3-6, 7-6 
(2), 6-3. 

Kuznetsova is playing only 
her ninth event after miss¬ 
ing the start of the season 
because of a knee injury. 
Playing on a hot, humid af¬ 
ternoon, she got treatment 
on herupperright leg after 


the second set and twice 
again during the final one. 
On the men's side, qualifier 
Yoshihito Nishioka withdrew 
because of illness, sending 
David Goffin into the semi¬ 
finals. Nishioka had a good 
tournament showing, beat¬ 
ing sixth-seeded Kei Nishi- 
kori —a playerhe called his 
hero — and AlexDe Minaur 
to reach the quarterfinals 
Goffin will face Richard 
Gasquet, who advanced 


with a three-set victory 
overRoberto Bautista Agut. 
Gasquet had groin surgery 
inj anuary and fell to No. 68 
in the ATP rankings on J uly 
29, his lowest in nine years 
He'sbackin an ATP Masters 
1000 semifinal for the first 
time since 2013 in Miami. 
Seven-time champion Rog¬ 
er Federer was upset Thurs¬ 
day, leaving NovakDjokov- 
ic as the only high seed left 
in the bracket.O 
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Harper hits grand slam in9th f Phillies rally past Cubs 7-5 



Philadelphia Phillies? Bryce Haiper, left rounds the bases for his grand slam as he passes Chicago 
Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo during the ninth inning of a baseball game Ihuisday, Aug. 15, 
2019, in Philadelphia. The Phillies won 7-5. 

Associated Press 


By Ihe Assoc iated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bryce 
Haiper blasted a grand 
slam with one out in the 
ninth inning, capping a six- 
run rally that sent the Phila¬ 
delphia Phillies over the 
Chicago Cubs 7-5 Thurs¬ 
day night for a three-game 
sweep. 

Harper delivered his big¬ 
gest hit yet in his first season 
with the Phillies, celebrat¬ 
ing while running around 
the basesand then getting 
mobbed by teammates at 
the plate. 

Cubs starter Yu Darvish 
struck out 10, silencing Phil¬ 
adelphia 'sbatsforseven in¬ 
nings a night after the Phil¬ 
lies scored 11 runs in former 
manager Charlie Manuel's 
debut as hitting coach. 

But the Phillies rallied 
against Chicago's bullpen 
and moved within one 
game of the Cubs for the 
second wild-card spot in 
the NL 

Ranger Suarez (4-1) tossed 
two scoreless innings to 
earn the win. 

Pedro Strop (2-5) took 
the loss. Kyle Schwarber 
slammed his 100th career 
homer and team-high 28th 
this season, and Anthony 
Rizzo hit his22nd homer. 
ME1510, BRAVES 8 
ATLANTA (AP) — Pete 
Alonso drove in six runs with 
five hits, including a three- 


run homerthathelped lead 
to Julio Teheran's shortest 
careerstart, and New York 
held onto beat Atlanta. 
Alonso's 39th homer tied 
Cody Bellinger for the Na¬ 
tional League rookie re¬ 
cord. Bellinger hit 39 hom¬ 
ers forthe Dodgers in 2017, 
the sa me yea rthe Ya nkees' 
Aaron J udge set the major 
league rookie mark with 52. 
Alonso set career highs for 


hits and RBIs 

The Mets had a season- 
high 23 hits Amed Rosario's 
career-high five hits includ¬ 
ed two doubles, two singles 
and a triple. Wilson Ramos 
had four hits Todd Frazier 
also homered. 

New York won despite giv¬ 
ing up six homers, including 
three in the ninth. Freddie 
Freeman and Josh Don¬ 
aldson each hit his second 


homer of the game in the 
inning and Ronald Acuna 
J r. hit a two-run shot. Matt 
Joyce homered in the 
fourth. 

Marcus Stroman (7-11) 
allowed three runs, two 
earned, on four hits in 5 1/3 
innings Edwin Diaz earned 
his25th save. 

Teheran (7-8) recorded 
only four outs while giving 
up eight hits and six runs 


REDS 2, CARDINALS 1 

CINCINNATI (AP) — Sonny 
Gray struck out 10 while 
pitching five scoreless in¬ 
nings, and Cincinnati held 
off St. Louis. 

Gray, Robert Stephenson, 
Michael Lorenzen and 
Raisel Iglesias combined 
fora two-hitter. Iglesias sur¬ 
rendered Kolten Wong's 
check-swing RBI double 
in the ninth before retiring 
pinch-hitter Matt Wietersto 
finish his24th save. 

Nick Senzel and Eugenio 
Suarez each drove in a 
run for Cincinnati, which 
stopped a four-game slide. 
St. Louis had won five in a 
row to move into a virtual 
tie with Chicago forthe NL 
Central lead. The Cubs had 
a chance to move in front 
again, but they lost 7-5 
at Philadelphia on Bryce 
Harper's game-ending 
grand slam. 

Gray (8-6) walked three 
and hit a batter while 
throwing 97 pitches. 
Michael Wacha (6-6) ex¬ 
tended the St. Louis pitch¬ 
ing staff's streak of consec¬ 
utive scoreless innings to 
22 before the Reds pushed 
a cross two runs in the fifth. 
MARLINS 13, DODGERS 1 
MIAMI (AP) —Miami turned 
the tables on Los Angeles, 
winning despite giving up 
four home runs, including 
Cody Bellinger's40th.□ 



Denny Hamlin watches a television monitor as the last car 
qualifies forthe NASCARCup Series auto race, Friday, Aug. 16, 
2019, at Bristol Motor Speedway in Bristol, Term. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Ffege 17 

"I feel if it presents itself, we 
can be a little different and 
go after stage wins We 


aren't locked in, but I feel 
good." 

Martin Truex Jr. qualified 
third in a Toyota for Gibbs, 


while Chip Ganassi Racing 
had two Chevrolets in the 
top four as Kurt Busch will 
be lined up behind team¬ 
mate Larson at the start of 
the race. 

Aric Almirola, a driver still 
trying to qualify for the 
playoffs, was fifth and the 
highest qualifying Ford driv¬ 
er. He believes he'll have 
to fight for every position 
around the .533-mile con¬ 
crete bullring. 

"At this place you have to 
be aggressive all the time. 
Dodging lap traffic and 
carson restarts and every¬ 
thing," Almirola said. 'You 
have to be on full send all 
the time and you're right 
on the edge of out of con¬ 
trol, and everything hap¬ 
pens so fast that some¬ 
times that's what jumps up 
and bites you is that things 
happen so fast." 

Chase Elliott qualified sixth 


in a Chevrolet for Hendrick 
Motorsports, followed by 
the surprise of the session 
in Matt DiBenedetto, who 
was seventh for Lea vine 
Family Racing just days af¬ 
ter the team informed him 
he won'tbe backfora sec¬ 
ond season in 2020. 
DiBenedetto was admit¬ 
tedly devastated by the 
news, said he has "no irons 
in the fire" for 2020 with the 
sudden decision he's be¬ 
ing released, and the news 
came during the best sea¬ 
son of hiscareer. He'sa ca¬ 
reer-best 23rd in the stand¬ 
ings but Leavine is aligned 
with Joe Gibbs Racing, 
and Gibbs has a logjam 
of signed drivers and not 
enough Cup seats. Christo¬ 
pher Bell is expected to be 
promoted from the Xfinity 
Series into DiBenedetto's 
seat. 

"Sports suck," Hamlin said 


a bout DiBenedetto'splig ht. 
DiBenedetto understood 
the Gibbs situation all sea¬ 
son, but hoped fora differ¬ 
ent outcome. 

"I don't want to say I was 
blind sided, I was just trying 
to let my performance be¬ 
hind the wheel do the talk¬ 
ing and hope that would 
prevail over everything but 
sometimes performance 
isn't everything," he said. 
"I hate it is coming to an 
end, but my entire career 
has been devastation at 
the time, but it's always 
been a better door open¬ 
ing. Every single time since 
I was literally a kid, it's been 
a tough journey and I'm 
accustomed to that." Kev¬ 
in Harvick, ErikJonesand 
Alex Bowman rounded out 
the top 10. Kyle Busch, an 
eight-time winner at Bristol, 
qualified an uncharacteris¬ 
tically poor31st.Q 


















SPORTS I *? 1 


SATURDAY 17 AUGUST 2019 



In this Nov. 11, 2018, file photo. New England Patriots wide re¬ 
ceiver Josh Gordon (10) is defended by lennessee Titans cor- 
nerback Adoree 1 Jackson (25) in the first half of an NFL football 
game in Nashville, lenn. 

Associated Press 

NFL c onditiona lly 
reinstates Patriots 
WRJ osh Gordon 



Cleveland Indians'Jose Ramirez watches his grand slam during the first inning of the team's base¬ 
ball game against the New York Yankees on Ihursday, Aug. 15, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 

Raminsz, Santana power Indians 
to 7 HRs in 19-5 rout vs Yankees 


By KYLE HGHTOWER 
AP Sports WHter 
BOSTON (AP) — Josh Gor¬ 
don's winding career has 
included several second 
chancesfollowing a trail of 
multiple drug suspensions 
that cast doubt whether 
the talented but troubled 
playmaker would ever get 
on an NFL field again. 

He's getting yet another 
opportunity. 

The NFL conditionally rein¬ 
stated the Patriots wide re- 
ceiveron Friday. 
Commissioner Roger 
Goodell notified Gordon 
that on Sunday, Gordon 
can rejoin the team for 
meetings and conditioning 
and individual workouts. 
After that, according to a 
league statement, "Subject 
to appropriate progress 
on clinical care and other 
arrangements, he will be 
permitted to participate in 
team activities, including 
practice." 

But Gordon is barred from 
next "Thursday's game be¬ 
cause of a lack of sufficient 
conditioning and practice 
time. 

Gordon had been sus¬ 
pended indefinitely since 
December 2018 for viola¬ 
tions of the league's sub¬ 
stance abuse policy. 

"The Patriots have stayed 
mostly mum this preseason 
about the potential of Gor¬ 
don rejoining the team, 
with coach Bill Belie hick 


saying earlier this month, 
"We don't have anything 
to do with Josh Gordon. 
He's suspended. You need 
to talk to the league. We 
have no control over Josh 
Gordon." 

Now they will. 

Gordon hasbeen suspend¬ 
ed several times by the NFL 
for violations of its drug poli- 
ciessince being drafted by 
the Cleveland Browns in 
2012, and missed the entire 
2015 a nd 2016 seasons. 
After being reinstated in 
2017, Gordon revealed in 
an interview with GQ mag¬ 
azine that he drankorused 
marijuana before games 
"Probably every game of 
my career," he said. 

Gordon also said in a 2017 
mini-documentary on Un- 
interreupted.com that he 
tookXanax, cocaine, mari¬ 
juana and other narcotics. 
Now he'll return to a Patri¬ 
ots environment in which 
he wasmostly insulated last 
season and even flourished 
in their highly disciplined 
culture. 

Gordon's outlook certainly 
improved last season after 
a September trade when 
the Browns felt it was time 
to cut ties He had 40 re¬ 
ceptions for 720 yards and 
three touchdowns with 
the Patriots, five years re¬ 
moved from an All-Pro sea¬ 
son in 2013 with 87 catches 
for 1,646 yards and nine 
touchdownsQ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jose 
Ramirez hit two early hom¬ 
ers, including his first career 
grand slam in a seven-run 
opening inning, and Cleve¬ 
land pummeled New York. 
Carlos Santana also 
launched two home runs 
as the Yankees matched 
a franchise record by serv¬ 
ing up seven. Greg Allen 
and Santana went back- 
to-back in a five-run eighth 
against rookie designated 
hitter Mike Ford, a former 
Ivy League pitcher and 
player of the yea rat Princ¬ 
eton. 

Ramirez and Jason Kip- 
nis smacked consecu¬ 
tive homers off ineffective 
openerChad Green (2-4). 
Every sta rter fo r C levela nd 
finished with at least two of 
the tea m's 24 hits. 

Adam Plutko (5-3) was 
handed a 7-0 cushion be¬ 
fore throwing a pitch and 
went six innings to beat the 
Yankees for the second 
time this season. 

Didi Gregorius, Gary San¬ 
chez and Gleyber Torres 
homered for New York. 
MARINERS 7, TIGERS 2 
DETROIT (AP) — Dylan 
Moore homered and Kyle 
Seager drove in three runs 
in Seattle's win over Detroit. 
Mallex Smith stole two bas¬ 
es, giving him 34, the most 
in the majors "The Mariners 
won two of three after los¬ 
ing eight of their previous 
nine. 


Detroit finished 4-7 on its 
11-game homestand to 
fall to 17-43 at home. "The 
"Tigers need to win five of 
their la st 21 games at Corn- 
erica Park to avoid becom¬ 
ing the first team to lose 60 
times at home. 

Tommy Milone (2-7) al¬ 
lowed two runs and six hits 
in four innings 
"Tigers starter Spencer Turn- 
bull (3-11) allowed three 
runs and six hits in five in¬ 
nings. Turnbull struck out 
seven batters in the first 
three innings, but only re¬ 
tired the side in order in the 
first. "The Mariners put two 
runners on in the second 
and scored three runs in 
the third. 

TWINS 13, RANGERS6 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Luis Arraez hit the first of 
three more homers by Min¬ 
nesota in a win overTexas. 
Miguel Sano and Eddie Ro¬ 
sario also went deep for 
Minnesota (73-48), which 
maintained a half-game 
lead overCleveland forthe 
AL Central lead. Marwin 
Gonzalez had a pair of RBI 
singlesamong hisfourhits. 
Michael Pineda (8-5) struck 
out six with one walk while 
allowing three runs and six 
hits over five innings. He 
threw 55 of 86 pitches for 
strikes in his first start since 
Aug. 1. Drew Smeltzer 
threw the final four innings 
for his first save. 

Willie Calhoun and Hunter 


Pence homered for the 
Rangers. 

Texas rookie starter Pedro 
Payano (1-2) allowed eight 
runs — five of them ea med 
— in 3 1/3 innings, strik¬ 
ing out three and walking 
three. 

ANG ELS 8, WHITE SOX 7 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Mike Trout went 4 for 4, 
scored four runs and hit 
his AL-leading 40th hom¬ 
er, and Andrew Heaney 
pitched seven innings of 
four-hit ball in Los Angeles' 
victory overChicago. 

Trout put a solo shot off 
Reynaldo Lopez (7-10) into 
the fake rock pile beyond 
center field in the third in¬ 
ning, keeping pace with 
the Dodgers' Cody Bell¬ 
inger for the overall major 
league homers lead and 
reaching anotherfranchise 
milestone. 

"The two-time AL MVP be¬ 
came the fastest player to 
40 homers in Angels history 
and the fifth-fastest in the 
majors in this century by 
reaching the mark in 123 
games — 13 fewer than 
Troy Glaus needed forthe 
Halos in 2000.J ose Abreu hit 
two homers for the White 
Sox.J ustin Upton hit a three- 
run homer and drove in 
four runs, David Fletcher 
hit a tiebreaking two-run 
single and Hansel Robles 
ea med his 17th sa ve a s the 
Angels earned their fourth 
win in sixgames.O 
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J ac kson looks sharp, Rodgers sits as Ravens beat Rac kers 



Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamarjackson looks to passagainstthe Green Bay Rackets during 
the first half of a NFL football pieseason game, Ihuisday, Aug. 15,2019, in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Lamar 
Jackson directed two scor¬ 
ing drives during a limited 
appearance, had an im¬ 
pressive touchdown run 
erased by a penalty and 
sparked the Baltimore Ra¬ 
vens to a 26-13 victory over 
the Green Bay Packers, 
who played Thursday night 
without quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers. 

Rodgers developed back 
stiffness and was a late 
scratch , a move the team 
labeled as a "precaution." 
After being held out of 
Green Bay's first preseason 
game against Houston, the 
seven-time Pro Bowl star 
was slated to start for the 
first time under rookie head 
coach Matt La Fleur. 
Instead, DeShone Kizer, Tim 
Boyle and Manny Wilkins 
struggled against a de¬ 
fense that last year was 
ranked No. 1 in the NFL 
Coming off a rookie sea¬ 
son in which he didn't start 
until mid-November, Jack- 
son is seeking to master a 
new playbook devised by 
first-year coordinator Greg 
Roman. Jackson started 
and played three series 
last week in a 29-0 rout of 
Jacksonville. This time, the 
2016 Heisman Trophy win¬ 
ner stuck around for two 
possessions, both of which 
ended with field goals. He 
completed 6 of 10 passes 
for 58 yards and ran twice 
for 14 yards 

"The Ravens have won 15 
straight preseason games, 
34 of the last 43 and 19 of 
the last 22 at home. 

JETS22, FALCONS 10 
ATLANTA (AP) — Matt Ryan 
and Sam Da mold both ap¬ 
pear ready for the regular 
season. 

Ryan looked sharp in his 
preseason debut for Atlan¬ 
ta, completing nine straight 
passes, and Damold led 
New York on another scor¬ 
ing drive. 

After sitting out the first two 
exhibition games, Ryan 
played most of the first half. 
He completed 10 of 14 
passesfor 118yards, a per¬ 
formance that was even 
more impressive consider¬ 
ing Brian Hill and J ustin Har¬ 
dy dropped back-to-back 
passes in the back of the 
end zone that should have 
been touchdowns, spark¬ 


ing boos from the meager 
crowd. 

The Jets are certainly 
pleased with Damold, 
who followed up a marvel¬ 
ous drive in the preseason 
opener by completing 5 
of 7 passesfor46 yards. He 
guided New York on a 66- 
yard touchdown drive to 
start the game, capped 
by Ty Montgomery's 1-yard 
scoring run. 

LeVeon Bell sat out again 
forthe J ets. He could make 
his New York debut next 
week. 

Follow Paul Newberry on 
Twitte ra t www .tw itte r.com/ 
pnewberryl963 His work 
can be found at https:// 
apnews.com 
EAGLES 24, JAGUARS 10 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 
— Philadelphia third-string 
quarterback Cody Kessler 
was knocked out of the 
team's win on the open¬ 
ing drive. Defensive end 
Datone Jones came un¬ 
blocked off the edge and 
walloped Kessler in the 
back. 

Kessler was escorted to 
the sideline, evaluated for 
a head injury in the locker 


room and then placed in 
the concussion protocol. 
The team already waswith- 
out backup Nate Sudfeld, 
who broke hisleftwristinthe 
team's preseason opener 
against Tennessee. Starter 
Carson Wentz rested for 
the second straight game. 
He watched from the side¬ 
line in uniform, but without 
padsand a helmet. 

Roo kie C la yto n "Tho rso n, the 
only otherQBon the roster, 
played three-plus quarters 
and completed a 38-yard 
touchdown pass to former 
college quarterback and 
Alliance of American Foot¬ 
ball receiverGreg Ward on 
fourth down in the second 
quarter. 

Thorson beat the blitz by 
lofting a deep ball toward 
the left sideline. Ward was 
a couple of steps behind 
safety C.J. Reavis, made 
an acrobatic catch and 
then outran two defend¬ 
ers to the end zone. It was 
anotherbig play in the past 
three weeks for the 5-foot- 
11 wideout who threw for 
8,704 yards and account¬ 
ed for 91 touchdowns in 
fouryearsat Houston. 


The Eagles rested tight end 
Zhch Ertz, defensive tackle 
Tim J emigan, running back 
Darren Sproles, center Ja¬ 
son Kelce, receivers De- 
Sean Jackson and Nelson 
Ag ho lor and others. 

The J aguarssat 31 guys, in¬ 
cluding quarterback Nick 
Foies, comerback Jalen 
Ramsey, running back 
Leonard Foumette, line- 
backerMylesJackand de¬ 
fensive endsYannickNgak- 
oue and CalaisCampbell. 
BENGALS 23, REDSKINS 13 
LANDOVER, Md. (AP) — 
Washington first-round pick 
Dwayne Haskins made 
strong throws and his share 
of mistakes, and fellow 
rookie Ryan Finley contin¬ 
ued to make his case to be 
Cincinnati's backup quar¬ 
terback. 

Haskins threw a 55-yard 
TD pass to camp standout 
Robert Davis and was 7 of 
14 for 114 yards with a fum¬ 
ble. The 15th overall pick 
tooktwo sacks but showed 
poise under pressure and 
was more effective than 
veteran Case Keenum, 
who played the first three 
drivesand was3of7for52 


yards 

Keenum, Haskins and long¬ 
time backup Colt McCoy 
are competing to be the 
Redskins' Week 1 starter. 
McCoy has yet to play in 
the preseason while he 
deals with lingering pain 
from a broken leg last year. 
After already passing Jeff 
Driskell on Cincinnati's 
depth chart, Finley again 
showed why he's now the 
favorite to back up Andy 
Dalton. The fourth-round 
pickoutof N.C. State com¬ 
pleted his first nine passes 
and was 20 of 26 for 150 
yards with two "TD passes 
The first six plays of the 
game featured seven flags, 
and the penalty parade 
continued all night. The 
Bengalsand Redskins com¬ 
bined for 22 penalties that 
added up to 195 yards 
RAIDERS 33, CARDINALS 26 
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — Ky- 
ler Murray's second out¬ 
ing as an NFL quarterback 
didn't go nearly as well as 
his first, and the Raiders 
moved the ball with ease 
on the Cardinals' top de¬ 
fensive units. 

Murray, the first overall pick 
in this year's NFL draft who 
looked sharp in his debut 
last Thursday against the 
Los Angeles Chargers, fin¬ 
ished 3 of 8 for 12 yards. He 
also ran once for 4 yards, 
and the Cardinals went 
three-a nd-out on two of his 
four series. 

Raiders backup Mike Glen- 
non completed 11 of 14 
passes for 175 yards and a 
pair of touchdowns, and 
the Oakland defense tack¬ 
led Murray in the end zone 
for a safety to lead the 
Raidersto theirsecond pre¬ 
season win. 

Derek Carr, the Raiders' 
No. 1 quarterback, played 
one series and led a touch¬ 
down drive, going 2 for 2 
for40yardsin hispreseason 
debut. Carr threw 13 yards 
to Ryan Grant for a touch¬ 
down on the game'sopen- 
ing drive, and former Car¬ 
dinal Glennon picked up 
where Carr left off. 

Raiders star wide receiver 
Antonio Brown came out 
forpregame warmupsinfull 
uniform and pads — and 
a helmet — and caught 
passes. He didn't play in the 
gameO 











Nick Kyigios* of Australia, falls to the court as he reacts after 
defeating Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, in a final match atthe Citi 
Open tennis tournament Sunday, Aug. 4, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Nic k Kyigios fined 
mote than $100,000 
for vulga r c onduc t 


By The Assoc iated ness 
MASON, Ohio (AP) — Nick 
Kyrgios was fined $113,000 
by the A1P for expletive- 
filled outbursts in which he 
smashed rackets, insulted 
a chair umpire and refused 
to get ready to return serve 
during a second-round 
match at the Western & 
Southern Open. 

The tour announced the 
penalties Thursday, a day 
after Kyrgios berated chair 
umpire Fergus Murphy and 
left the court to break two 
rackets during a 6-7 (3), 
7-6 (4), 6-2 loss to Karen 
Khachanov. 

The ATP listed a breakdown 
of eight fines ranging from 
$3,000 to $20,000 each for 
violations such as unsports¬ 
manlike conduct, verbal 
abuse and audible ob¬ 
scenity. 

The tour a Iso said it is "look¬ 
ing further into what hap¬ 
pened during and imme¬ 
diately after the match"to 
determine whether addi¬ 
tional fines or a suspension 
is warranted. 

Kyrgios is a 24-year-old Aus¬ 
tralian who is ranked 27th 
thisweek. He isa volatile sort 

Like us on 
Facebook 

oil 

fa ce book .co m/arubatoday/ 


who repeatedly hasgotten 
in trouble for on-court ac¬ 
tions He was kicked out 
of the Italian Open in May 
after throwing a chair and 
being suspended by the 
ATP in 2016 for not trying to 
win and insulted fans dur¬ 
ing the Shanghai Masters 
This month, Kyrgios won the 
Citi Open title in Washing¬ 
ton and said he had turned 
a page in his professional 
and personal lives 
In the last match on center 
court Wednesday night, he 
was back to his old form. 
During a change-over in 
the second set, he yelled 
from hischain 'The worst ref 
in the game, hands down. 
He then vulgarly insisted 
the umpire does some¬ 
thing "stupid"every time he 
plays. 

Early in the third set, he 
tooktwo racketsto the tun¬ 
nel that leadsto the locker 
room, smashed them on 
the ground and returned 
to the court. 

Warned that he needed 
to get ready to return 
Khachanov'sserve, he took 
a new racket to the base¬ 
line and stood taping the 
handle instead of getting 
in position to play. 

"He can serve the ball," 
Kyrgios said as he casually 
wrapped the handle. "I'm 
ready. I'm here. Serve it." 
Unsure whatto do, Khacha¬ 
nov held off until Kyrgios 
wasready. Then he finished 
off the third set, and Kyrgios 
offered another expletive 
a she left the court.Q 
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In this May 9, 2019, file photo, J oe Tsai speaks to reporters during a news conference before a 
WNBA exhibition basketball game between the New York Liberty and China in New York. 

Associated Press 


AP sources: Alibaba exec to 
buy Nets, arena for $3.4 billion 


By BRAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball VUHter 
NEW YORK (AP) — In a re¬ 
cord sale fora U.S. sports 
franchise, the co-founder 
of Alibaba agreed to buy 
the remaining 51 percent 
of the Brooklyn Nets and 
Barclays Center for about 
$3.4 billion, two people with 
knowledge of the details 
said Friday. 

Joe Tsai already had pur¬ 
chased 49 percent of the 
team from Russian billion¬ 
aire Mikhail Prokhorov in 
2018, with the option to be¬ 
come controlling owner in 
2021. 

Instead, he pushed up that 
timeline for full ownership 
of a team on the rise after 
signing superstars Kevin Du¬ 
rant and Kyrie Irving in July. 
Terms were not disclosed, 
but those familiar with the 
matter told The Associat¬ 
ed Press that Tsai is paying 
about $2.35 billion for the 
Nets and nearly $1 billion in 
a separate transaction for 
the arena. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the agreements are 
not complete. 

The deal is expected to be 
completed by the end of 
September and is subject 
to approval by the NBA's 
Board of Governors. 

It will surpass the $2.2 billion 
thatTilman Fertitta paid for 
the NBA's Houston Rock¬ 
ets, and that David Tepper 


spentforthe NFL'sCarolina 
Pa nthers. 

Tsai is the executive vice 
chairman of the Alibaba 
G roup, the C hinese e-com- 
merce giant. He already 
had purchased the WNBA's 
New York Liberty. 

Prokhorov became the 
NBA's first non-North Ameri¬ 
can owner in 2010 and 
oversaw the Nets' move 
from New Jersey to Brook¬ 
lyn two years la ter. He spent 
big in the first couple years 
afterthe move in a quest to 
chase a championship, but 
the team soon became 
one of the worst in the NBA 
before rallying to return to 
the playoffs last season. 

He boasted of trying to 
win a championship within 
five years of his ownership, 
rapidly going through play¬ 
ers and coaches in the first 
few years in Brooklyn. But 
he spent less time around 
the team in recent years 
while focusing on his in¬ 
terests in Russia — which 
at one point included a 
campaign for president of 
the Russian Federation — 
and remained in the back¬ 
ground after hiring Sean 
Marks as the team's gen¬ 
eral managerin 2016. 

"It has been an honor and 
a joy to open Ba rc la ysC en¬ 
ter, bring the Nets to Brook¬ 
lyn, and watch them grow 
strong roots in the commu¬ 
nity while cultivating global 


appeal," Prokhorov said in 
a statement. 'The team is in 
a better place today than 
ever before and I know 
that Joe will build on that 
success, while continuing 
to deliver the guest expe¬ 
rience at Barclays Center 
that our fans, employees, 
and colleagues in the in¬ 
dustry enjoy." 

Prokhorov had invested 
$200 million and made 
funding commitments to 
acquire 80 percent of the 
team and 45 percent of 
the arena project, after 
the team's planned move 
across the Hudson River 
had repeatedly stalled. He 
laterboughtthe remainder 
of the arena, which quickly 
became a popular attrac¬ 
tion for concerts, boxing 
and college basketball, 
as well as the home of the 
New York Islanders. 

Tsai, a native of Taiwan, is 
positioned to take full con¬ 
trol of the team by the time 
the Nets head to China to 
play two exhibition games 
against the Los Angeles 
Lakers in October. That 
comesatthe start of a sea¬ 
son of renewed excitement 
forthe Nets, who just three 
seasons ago won an NBA- 
worst 20 games but are set 
to make a big move up the 
standings after landing two 
of the best players on the 
market when free agency 
openedO 
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Govt wants a new 911-like 
number just for suic ide hotline 



In this Sunday, Aug. 11,2019, photo, a man uses a cell phone in 
New Orieans. With suic ides on the rise, the government wants to 
make the national crisis hotline easierto teach. 

Associated Press 


ByTAU ARBEL 
APlec hnology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With 
suicides on the rise , the 
U.S. government wants to 
make the national crisis ho¬ 
tline easierto reach. 

Once implemented, peo¬ 
ple will just need to dial 988 
to seek help. Currently, the 
National Suic ide Prevention 
Lifeline usesa 10-digit num¬ 
ber, 800-273-TALK (8255). 
Callers are routed to one 
of 163 crisis centers, where 
counselors answered 2.2 
million calls last year. 

A law passed last year re¬ 
quired the Federal Com¬ 
munications Commission 
to study assigning a three- 
digit number for suicide 
prevention, like 911 for 
emergencies or 311 forcity 
services. The FCC said in 
a Wednesday report that 
there is "overwhelming sup¬ 
port" for a three-digit num¬ 
ber because it would be 
easier for distressed people 
to get help. 

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai 
said he intends to start the 
months-long process to 
make that happen. 
Anything that makes it eas¬ 
ier for people having sui¬ 
cidal thoughts — and their 
loved ones — to reach out 
forassistance isgood, said 


Dr. Lynn Bufka, an associ¬ 
ate executive director at 
the American Psychologi¬ 
cal Association. 'There's 
no way most of them are 
going to remember the 
800 numbers. 988 makes it 
much easierto remember." 
The government's action 
comes as suicide rates 
have increased across the 
U.S. over the past two de¬ 
cades, and dramatically 
so — by more than 30% 
— in half of U.S. states, ac¬ 
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention. "There were 45,000 
deaths in 2016. 


"The new, shorter number 
would likely lead to more 
calls, which in turn would 
mean more expenses 
for crisis centers already 
struggling to keep up . If 
the number of calls to the 
hotline doubled, centers 
would need an extra $50 
million a yearto handle the 
increase, the FCC said, cit¬ 
ing the federal agency that 
funds the hotline, the Sub¬ 
stance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administra¬ 
tion. 'These kinds of hotlines 
need to be well supported 
and well-funded," Bufka 
said. □ 



In Ihis May 1, 2019, file photo, a person walks pasta Google 
sign in San Francisco. 


Google employees call for 
pledge not to woik with ICE 


BY RAC FEL LERMAN 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Hundreds of Google em¬ 
ployees are calling on 
the company to pledge 
it won't work with U.S. Cus¬ 
toms and Border Protec¬ 
tion or Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. It's 
the latest in a year full of 
political and social push- 
back from the tech gia nt's 
workforce. 

A group of employees 
called Googlers for Hu¬ 
man Rights posted a 
public petition urging the 
company not to bid on 
a cloud computing con¬ 
tract for CBP, the federal 
agency that oversees 
law enforcement for the 
country's borders. Bids for 
the contract were due 
Aug. 1. It is not clear if 


Google expressed inter¬ 
est. The company did not 
return a request for com¬ 
ment. 

More than 800 Google 
employees had signed 
the petition by Friday 
morning. Citing a "system 
of abuse" and "malign ne¬ 
glect" by the agencies, 
the petition demands that 
Google not provide any 
technical services to CBP, 
ICE or the Office of Refu¬ 
gee Resettlement (ORR), 
which provides services 
for refugees, until the 
agencies "stop engaging 
in human rightsabuses" 

"In working with CBP, ICE, 
or ORR, Google would be 
trading its integrity for a 
bit of profit, and joining a 
shameful lineage," the or¬ 
ganizers wrote. □ 


California sound system tries 
to keep whales and ships apait 



In this Aug. 8,2019 photo, J eff Pietro, left and Kris Newhall, cen¬ 
ter, both of Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute in Massachu¬ 
setts, help move the anchoring system fora microphone, as it 
is being lowered over the side of the ship in the Santa Baibara 
Channel ofFSouthern California. 

Associated Press 


SANTA BARBARA, Calif. (AP) 

— Scientists have installed 
an underwater sound sys¬ 
tem they hope will reduce 
collisions between whales 
and ships in the Santa Bar¬ 
bara Channel off Southern 


California. 

A listening station on the 
channelfloorisableto cap¬ 
ture whale callsasfaraway 
as 30 miles (48 kilometers), 
the Los Angeles "Times re¬ 
ported Friday. "That device 


is connected by cable to 
a buoy floating above that 
transmits data by satellite 
to scientists on shore. 

From there, captains can 
be alerted to slow their 
shipsdown orreroute. 

It's the latest attempt to 
prevent ships from running 
into whales in the chan¬ 
nel, where cargo vessels in 
and out of the ports of Los 
Angeles and Long Beach 
cross feeding grounds of 
endangered blue, fin and 
humpback whales. 

"The Santa Barbara Chan¬ 
nel is like a buffet for a lot 
of whales," said Douglas 
McCauley, director of the 
Benioff Ocean Initiative at 
University of California, San¬ 


ta Barbara, which is spon¬ 
soring the $1.5 million proj¬ 
ect. "That hotspot happens 
to be right on the marine 
highway, kind of like the 
offshore version of the 101 
(freeway) that connects 
Santa Barbara to the ports 
of LA/Long Beach." 

In 2007, five blue whales 
were found dead in the 
channel. Efforts to reduce 
deaths have included shift¬ 
ing the ship traffic lanes 
and offering financial in- 
centivesto companiesthat 
follow the National Ocean¬ 
ic and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration's request that ships 
slow down during whale 
season. 

It hasn't been enough. In 


2018, 11 whales in Califor¬ 
nia died in ship collisions, 
the highest number NO- 
AA's National Marine Fish¬ 
eries Service hason record 
and a surge from the aver¬ 
age 3.8 annua I deaths over 
the previous five years. "This 
year, at least 11 whales a re 
known to have died, ac¬ 
cording to the "Times. 
Deaths often go unre¬ 
ported because whales 
typically sink when they die 
and are hit in remote areas 
A 2017 study found that 
ship strikes kill more than 80 
whales off the West Coast 
annually. 

"The sound system is being 
tested and will fully launch 
in early 20200 
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Worried abouta recession? ftotec t yourself but dontpanic 



In this Aug. 7, 2019, photo shoppeis ride an escalator inside the Glendale Galleria in Glendale, 
Calif. 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
AP Personal Finance Writer 

If the threat of a recession 
gives you pause when it 
comes to your personal fi¬ 
nances, remembernow isa 
time to prepare, not panic. 
Worries about the econ¬ 
omy increased this week 
when a fairly reliable reces¬ 
sion waming emerged from 
the bond market. But with¬ 
out a crystal ball, it remains 
unclear when a recession 
might hit. Still, financial ex¬ 
perts say people should 
consider taking certain 
steps that are beneficial in 
any economy but would 
aid households greatly in a 
downturn. 

DONTPANIC 

The longstanding advice 
remains — do not panic 
and stay the course on 
yourfinancial plan. 

It is sage advice, said Dan 
Keady, chieffinancial plan¬ 
ning strategist at 71AA, but 
it also goes against the 
grain for many people. "It's 
ha rd just to do nothing," he 
said. 'The best investment 
strategy isa long-term one. 
If you buy and sell your in¬ 
vestments frequently, you'll 
more likely than not buy 
and sell based on emotion 


— panic or excitement." 

If you simply cannot sit still, 
use this pressure a san impe¬ 
tus to check your plan. Are 
your goals the same? Are 
your investments allocated 
where you want them? It 
makessense to periodically 
rebalance your portfolio 
to ensure your investments 
have not become too 


heavily weighted in one 
segment or another, par¬ 
ticularly after a long stock 
market run-up like the one 
in recent years. 

Say, for example, you start¬ 
ed with 60% of your nest 
egg in stocks and 40% in 
bonds The stock portion 
could have easily jumped 
to 70% thanks to strong 


Associated Press 

gains in technology sec¬ 
tor. Whatever the portion 
of your portfolio is in stocks, 
remember that it can lose 
10% or 20% of its value reg- 
ularly as recessions come 
and go. That's the price 
investors have paid histori¬ 
cally for the stronger long¬ 
term retumsof stocks versus 
bonds. 


While it may be difficult, 
fight the urge to readjust 
your portfolio solely based 
on market conditions. Peo¬ 
ple who sold during the 
last recession, for example, 
likely suffered a loss and 
then either missed out on 
ma jor stoc k ma rket ga ins in 
subsequentyearsorhad to 
pay the price to jump back 
in. 

If you originally designed 
your portfolio to match 
your long-term investment 
goals and risk tolerance, 
stay true to it, Keady said. 
If you don't think you can 
be objective, ask a profes¬ 
sional for help. 

Try not to get too tied up 
in the ups and downs of 
the stock market too. Even 
those without money in the 
market — about half of all 
U.S. households— might be 
tempted to see the mar¬ 
ket's move as a sign of the 
times even though it can 
have little impact on their 
d irect fina nc ia I wea Ith. 

And remembera recession 
is a natural part of a mar¬ 
ket cycle, said Lauren An- 
astasio, a certified financial 
planneratSoFi. 

'The advice is don't panic," 
Anastasio said. □ 


U.Sb stoc ks end turbulent 
week with broad gains 



TradersJ ohn Romolo, left, and Geoige Ettinger work on the floor 
ofthe New York Stock Exchange, Friday, Aug. 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By STAN CHOE and ALEX 
VEIGA 

AP Business Writers 
You're not the only one 
confused a bout where the 
economy is headed. Just 
look at the stock market, 
where perplexed investors 
have been sending stocks 
on a wild ride in August. 
And there could be plenty 
more where that came 
from. Two notoriously vola¬ 
tile mo nths fo r sto c ks lie just 
ahead. 

Stocks around the world 
jumped Friday to cap an¬ 
other tumultuous week. 
Investors have been franti¬ 
cally trying to rejigger their 
predictions about whether 
President Donald Trump's 
trade war and slowing 
economies around the 
world will drag the United 
States into a recession. In 


the U.S., the result was a 
weekwhere the DowJ ones 
Industrial Average had four 
days where it rose or fell 
by more than 300 points 
— with an 800-point drop 
thrown into the mix. 

On Friday, the S&P 500 rose 
1.4%The Dow climbed 1.2% 
and the Nasdaq picked up 
1.7% But each ind ex still fin¬ 
ished with a third-straight 
weekly decline. 

Stocks, bonds and other 
investments heaved up 
and down throughout the 
week, with worries hitting 
a crescendo on Wednes¬ 
day when a fairly reliable 
warning signal of recession 
flipped on in the U.S. Trea¬ 
sury market. 

Friday marked the seventh 
time in the last 10 days that 
the S&P 500 swung by at 
least 1% something that 


hasn't happened since the 
end of 2018, the last time 
investors were getting wor¬ 
ried abouta possible reces¬ 
sion. Atthattime, they were 
concerned about rising in¬ 
terest rates, along with the 
trade war. 

Don't expect the volatility 
to go away anytime soon, 
analysts say. No one knows 
when Trump'strade warwill 
find a resolution, norwheth- 
er all the uncertainty it's 
created will push enough 
businesses and shoppers 
to hold off on spending 
and cause a recession. 
Some investors are digging 
in for trade tensions to last 
through the 2020 election. 
'We're also heading into a 
tough season for the mar¬ 
ket," said Emily Roland, co¬ 
chief investment strategist 
at John Hancock Invest¬ 


ment Management. "Sep¬ 
tember and October tend 
to be the most volatile of 
the year for markets. We've 
been talking to investors 
for that reason to look for 
areas to prune risk within a 
portfolio." 

The S&P 500 has lost an av¬ 
erage of l.l%in September 
over the last 20 years, mak¬ 
ing it the worst-performing 
month of the year. Octo¬ 
bers track record is better, 
but it includes the worst 


monthly performance in 
that stretch, a nearly 17% 
drop in 2008. 

But Roland and other pro¬ 
fessional investorsalso cau¬ 
tion that this kind of turmoil 
is actually normal for the 
market, when looking at it 
from a very long-term point 
of view. The U.S. stock mar¬ 
ket historic ally ha shad such 
bursts of tightly packed 
volatile days, interspersed 
between longer periods of 
calm. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Tenth month 
4 Gemstones 
9 Book jacket part 
13 Deafening 

15 Nonconformist 

16 Thick cord 

17 Great tall 
dog 

18 Major airline 

19 Remove the lid 
from 

20 Bland 

22 Bank teller’s call 

23 Black-eyed _ 

24 Third word in 
“Old MacDonald” 

26 Soap opera 
29 Like a careless 
job 

34 Group under a 
teacher 

35 Heckle 

36 Actress Larter 

37 Asian staple 

38 “There’s no such 
_ as a free 
lunch” 

39 Spoil 

40 Chewed on 

41 Part of BYOB 

42 Bisect 

43 Most annoying 

45 Complains 
childishly 

46 Org. for 
Nuggets & 

Knicks 

47 Flying insect 

48 Moreover 

51 Override; bump 

56 First word in a 
warning 

57 Bring together 

58 Caspian & North 

60 Be adjacent to 

61 Vexes 

62 Canvas 

63 Throngs 

64 Chris of tennis 

65 “Go _ a kite!” 

DOWN 

1 Obsolete 

2 Winter garment 

3 Bluefin, for one 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 

4 Traumatic 
experience 

5 Rinds 

6 Suffix for punish 
or perish 

7 “Why don’t we!” 

8 Hockey no-no 

9 Fern parts 

10 Bound along 

11 Peak 

12 _-up; like 

repressed 
anger 

14 Hate 
21 Pekoe & 
oolong 

25 Well-suited 

26 Leftover bit 

27 Upper crust 

28 Marathons 

29 Actress Eva 
Marie _ 

30 Respirator 

31 Drags 

32 Small fruit 

33 Eats 

35 That’s partner 

38 Hold dear 

39 Most impulsive 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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41 High chair 
accessory 

42 Shanties 

44 Actor Don_ 

45 Woods 

47 Slightly more 
than a yard 

48 Early man 

49 Gray wolf 


50 Give the cold 
shoulder to 

52 Brown or 
Fordham: abbr. 

53 _ up; amass 

54 Unable to hear 

55 Title 

59 _ on; watch from 
hiding 
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This Aug. 4, 2015 file photo, flowers bloom in front of the Salt Lake Temple, atlemple Square, in 
Salt Lake City. 

Associated Press 


J ava still a no-no for Moimons 
despite fancy coffee names 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The 

Church of Jesus Christ of 
La tte r-d a y Sa ints ha s issue d 
a warning to membersthat 
coffee is prohibited no mat¬ 
ter how fancy the name, 
thatvaping is banned de¬ 
spite the alluring flavors 
and that marijuana is out¬ 
lawed unless prescribed by 
"competent" doctors. 

The new guidance in the 
August issue of a church 
youth magazine does 
not include fundamental 
changes to the religion's 
strict health code, but the 
clarifications a re significant 
and seem to reflect grow¬ 
ing concern about young 
Latter-day Saints' adher¬ 
ence to the rules. 

Ihe article says it aims to 
clear up issues that could 
be confusing for young 
people within the religion's 
'Word of Wisdom,"a set of 
rulesa bout what food sand 
drinks are good for mem¬ 
bers and what substances 
they should avoid. 

Ihe rules prohibit alcohol, 
tobacco, illegal drugs and 
coffee and tea. They are 
based on what church 
members believe was a 
revelation from God to 
founder Joseph Smith in 
1833. Ihe faith's rejection 
of coffee has long gener¬ 
ated curiosity and more 
than a few jokes, includ¬ 
ing a scene in the biting 
satirical Broadway musical 
called 'The Book of Mor¬ 
mon" where dancing cups 
of coffee appear in a mis- 


sio na ry's nig htma re. 

The new instructions about 
coffee make clear that 
there's no gray area allow¬ 
ing coffee-infused drinks 
and allude to the wide 
variety that could tempt 
members of the faith wide¬ 
ly known as the Mormon 
church. 

'The word coffee isn't al¬ 
ways in the name of coffee 
drinks So, before you try 
what you think is just some 
new milkshake flavor, here 
are a couple of rules of 
thumb: One, if you're in a 
coffee shop (or any other 
shop that's well-known for 
its coffee), the drink you're 
ordering probably has cof¬ 
fee in it, so either never 
buy drinks at coffee shops 
or always ask if there's cof¬ 


fee in it," the article said. 
'Two, drinks with names 
that include cafe or caffe, 
mocha, latte, espresso, or 
anything ending in -ccino 
usually have coffee in them 
and are against the Word 
of Wisdom." 

As coffee shops have be¬ 
come common in the 
United States, more young 
church members feel com¬ 
fortable going to places 
like Starbucks and drinking 
iced coffee, said Patrick 
Mason, a church member 
and religious scholar who 
is the Arrington Chair of 
Mormon History and Cul¬ 
ture at Utah State Univer¬ 
sity. For past generations, 
just entering coffee shops 
was considered taboo, he 
saidO 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm /10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



August 18 

Freewinds 
August 21 

Monarch 
Carnival Magic 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


hone Directory Tel. 118 
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Flooded Mississippi a threat as hurricane season heats up 



In this May 10, 2019 file photo, workers open bays of the Bonnet Cane Spillway, to divert rising 
waterfiomthe Mississippi Riverto Lake Ponte hartrain, upriver from New Orleans, in Norco, La. 

Associated Press 


By JEFF MARTIN and JANET 
McCONNAUGHEY 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

river that drains much of 
the flood-soaked United 
States is still running higher 
than normal, menacing 
New Orleans in multiple 
ways just as the hurricane 
season intensifies. 

For months now, a massive 
volume of water has been 
pushing against the levees 
keeping a city mostly be¬ 
low sea level from being 
inundated. Ihe Mississippi 
River ran past New Orleans 
at more than 11 feet (3.4 
meters) above sea level for 
a record 292 days, drop¬ 
ping below that height only 
Monday. 

'The big threat is water 
getting through or under¬ 
neath,"said Nicholas Pinter, 
an experton riverdynamics 
and flood risks who's stud¬ 
ied levee breaches across 
the nation. 'The longer the 
duration, the greater the 
threat." 

Locals walked up levees 
from Baton Rouge to New 
Orleans to see the river 
for themselves as Tropical 
Storm Barry briefly men¬ 
aced Louisiana last month, 
but the real damage runs 
underneath, experts say: 
All that rushing floodwa- 
tercan scour levees along 
their foundations, causing 
damage in places that 
can't easily be seen. 

'That ultimately could un¬ 
dermine the levee as well 
and cause a breach ora 
failure," said Cassandra 
Rutherford, assistant profes¬ 
sor of geotechnical engi¬ 
neering at Iowa State Uni¬ 
versity. 

The federal agency that 
maintains the levees is 
aware of the risks. But Ricky 
Boyett, spokesman for the 
New Orleans office of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi¬ 
neers, said the cops is con¬ 



.1 


fident that South Louisiana 
river levees are in great 
condition, with improve¬ 
ments made since 2011. 

"If there's a silver lining go¬ 
ing into hurricane season 
with the river this high for 
this long, we're entering the 
hurricane season having 
done 200 inspections of the 
levee since February," Boy¬ 
ett said. 

Inspectors were looking for 
parked barges,stuckdebris 
or other potential trouble, 
such astire rutsordamage 
from feral hogs on grassy 
surfaces They also looked 
for water seeping through, 
and for sand boils — spots 
where water tunneling be¬ 
low a levee seems to bub¬ 
ble outofthe ground. 
Concrete mats armor un¬ 
derwater areas likely to be 
eaten away by the river's 
current, Boyett said. Sand 
boils get ringed with sand¬ 
bags until the water pres 
sure on both sides equal¬ 
izes, stopping the flow. And 
because some permanent 
repairs can't be made dur¬ 


ing high water, dangerous 
seepage gets stopgap 
coverage: About 63,000 
large sandbagshave been 
used since March on one 
300-foot-long (91.5-meter- 
long) seepage area upriver 
of Baton Rouge, he said. 
Even so, experts who study 
flowing water say there's 
a risk the river could rise 
above the tops of some 
levees in the New Orleans 
area, if a hurricane pushes 
enough storm surge up the 
swollen river. The city's le¬ 
vees held the river back in 
the great flood of 1927 and 
haven't been topped since 
then, Boyett said. 

A Category 4 hurricane 
striking the Louisiana coast¬ 
line can produce a 20-foot 
(6.1-meter) storm surge , 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra¬ 
tion says However, that 
surge's size at New Orleans, 
more than 100 winding riv¬ 
er miles up from the coast, 
would be reduced by the 
Big Muddy'spush seaward. 
The levees range in height 
from 20 to 25 feet (6 to 7.5 
meters). While river levels 
are finally falling, the Na¬ 
tional Weather Service 
projects the Mississippi will 
remain above average at 
New Orleans as hurricane 
season heatsup. 

'We really have a height¬ 
ened concern this year," 
said Scott Hagen, of Louisi¬ 
ana State University's Cen- 


terforCoastal Resiliency. 
For most of the past three 
decades, the Mississippi 
has run about 3 to 5 feet (1 
to 1.5 meters) high in mid- 
August at New Orleans' 
Carrollton gauge. The last 
time it was this high was 
11.4 feet (3.5 meters) in Au¬ 
gust 2015, a yearwhen no 
significant tropical weather 
reached Louisiana's coast. 
It was 12.2 feet (3.7 meters) 
in 1993, another year Louisi¬ 
ana'sc oast esc aped harm. 
When Katrina formed as a 
tropical storm in the Baha¬ 
mas on Aug. 24, 2005, the 
river stage in New Orleans 
wa s just 2.44 feet (0.74 me¬ 
ters) above sea level. It rose 
to 3.6 feet (1.1 meters) the 
day before Katrina devas¬ 
tated the city in 2005. 
Katrina knocked out an au¬ 
tomatic station that would 
have measured peaksurge 
at the riveris mouth, but 
an analysis by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency indicatesthe surge 
reached nearly 28 feet at 
Pass Christian, Mississippi. 
Surge pushed the Missis¬ 
sippi River up to 11.6 feet 
(3.5 meters) at New Or¬ 
leans — not a threatening 
height with the river low. 
But surge from the brack¬ 
ish lakes to the city's north 
and east reached 19 feet 
(5.8 meters), overtopping 
or breaching those levees 
and flooding 80% of the 
city with water as much as 


20 feet (6.1 meters) deep 
in places. "I would assume 
majorproblemson the river 
if we had a high riverwith a 
Katrina event," said J effrey 
Graschel, with the National 
Weather Service's Lower 
Mississippi River Forecast 
Center. 

The vast majority of the 
$14.6 billion spent on flood 
controls as a result of Ka¬ 
trina went not to the river 
levees, but to shore up and 
block areas that failed. 

The possibility of a punish¬ 
ing storm surge meeting a 
swollen Mississippi in New 
Orleansisa different threat, 
one that could become 
more common asthe plan¬ 
et warms, spawning longer- 
lasting floods and earlier 
hurricanes. 

Barry was the first hurricane 
to menace when the river 
wa s a s hig h a s it wa s in J uly, 
Boyett sa id. 

In 1929, the year construc¬ 
tion started on the spillway 
that caps the river's height 
at New Orleans, the Missis¬ 
sippi topped at 19.99 feet 
(6.1 meters) in J une, Boyett 
said. But that year saw only 
five Atlantic tropical sys¬ 
tems, with two hurricanes 
in the Gulf, National Hur¬ 
ricane Center data show 
— and both stayed away 
from Louisiana. NOAA fore¬ 
casters now expect 10 to 
17 named storms this year, 
including five to nine hurri¬ 
canes. 

Opening spillways upriver 
from New Orleans can't fix 
this, because they were 
designed to keep water 
flowing at a manageable 
rate, not to quickly drop 
river levels, which could 
cause mudslides when le¬ 
vees don't dry out a sfast as 
the waterfalls, Boyett said. 
The changing climate 
means this problem could 
become an annual threat. 
"Flooding is never a one¬ 
time thing. We're just wait¬ 
ing for the next one," said 
Pinter, an associate di¬ 
rector of the University of 
California Davis Center for 
Watershed Sciences. 'Giv¬ 
en model predictions for 
climate change and rising 
sea levels and suggestions 
that hurricanes are may¬ 
be getting more intense, 
it's something we have to 
keep an eye on.'O 
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The real Brian Banks speaks out on prison injustice, reform 



Inthislhuisday, May 24 ,2012 file photo, Brian Banks weeps after 
his rape conviction was dismissed incouitin Long Beach, Calif. 

Associated Ftess 


By GARY GERARD HAMIL¬ 
TON 

Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
Brian Banks' home was a 
prison cell due to a crime 
he didn't commit, he never 
imagined his life would be 
the subject of a film. He 
was only concerned with 
clearing his name and re¬ 
gaining his freedom. 

Now, seven years after he 
was exonerated on a rape 
allegation, Bankshopesthe 
film detailing his fight for 
justice helps move along 
reform. 

'What I want people to 
take away from this is that 
what I went through was 
unacceptable, what many 
others have gone through 
is unacceptable," he told 
The Associated Press. 
"Forthose that a re currently 
behind bars, or no longer 
behind bars but have ex¬ 
perienced wrongful con¬ 
viction, I want you to know 
that you're not alone, that 
you haven't been forgot¬ 
ten, that there are people 
working on trying to fix 


these wrongs, and asa per¬ 
son who's been through it, 
I'm one of them," he add¬ 
ed. 

Banks, 34, was a standout 
high school football player 
who many believed had 
a shot at the NFL, until his 
dreams were derailed 
when he was falsely ac¬ 
cused of rape by a high 
school classmate in 2002. 
He was only 16, took a plea 
and served nearly six years 
in prison. He spentan addi¬ 
tional five years on parole 
with a mandatory ankle 
bracelet as a registered 
sex offender, until he was 
exonerated in 2012 afterhis 
accuser recanted and with 
help from the California In¬ 
nocence Project. 

The film, "Brian Banks," re¬ 
cently opened and stars 
Aldis Hodge as Banks and 
Greg Kinnear as Justin 
Brooks, co-founder of the 
innocence group. Sherri 
Shepherd plays Banks' 
mother, Leomia Delaney. 
Brooks hopes the film will 
motivate viewers to join the 
criminal justice reform fight. 


Once Banks was cleared 
and Hollywood came call¬ 
ing, the two said their goal 
wasto make a 'justice mov¬ 
ie," not a football movie. 

"I want people to walk out 
of this movie theater and 
remember this movie next 
time they're sitting in jury 
duty, that maybe this per¬ 
son in front of them is inno¬ 
cent," Brooks told the AP. 
"And next time they go into 
a voting booth to not vote 


out of fear because politi¬ 
cians have been making 
people afraid for a long 
time. "Fhe only way reforms 
can happen is if people 
are thinking straight." 

Since his release, Banks has 
worked asa life coach and 
public speaker. His book, 
'What Set Me Free," came 
out in J uly. 

"fhe film follows the release 
of 'When They See Us," the 
Emmy-nominated Netflix 


limited series that tells the 
stories of the Central Park 
Five, a group of New York 
teens who spent six to 13 
years in prison after being 
wrongfully convicted of 
raping a female jogger in 
1989. 

"I know those guys — those 
are friends of the Inno¬ 
cence Project network. We 
get together on a yearly 
basisand share ourstories," 
Banks said. 

He had a hard time sitting 
through parts of the series 
that was created, co-writ¬ 
ten and directed by Ava 
DuVemay. 

"I have only watched half 
of that series and that's be¬ 
cause the second half was 
just a little difficult for me 
to watch because I can 
relate," Banks said. "I know 
what it feels like. I know 
what they went through. 
And so once the court pro- 
ceedingsof that series kind 
of came to a conclusion 
and they were found guilty 
and the whole prison expe¬ 
rience began, I had to tune 
out, man.'O 


Latino actois> writers pen 'letter of solidarity 1 amid fears 



In this J uly 25,2016, file photo, actress Eva Longoria speaks dur¬ 
ing the first day of the Democratic National Convention in Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Associated Press 


By RUSSELL CON1RERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 

— Actresses America Fer- 
rera and Eva Longoria are 
leading a group of more 
tha n 150 writers, artists a nd 
leaderswho have written a 
public "letter of solidarity" to 
U.S. Latinos after the mass 
shooting in El Paso, Texas, 
and an immigration raid in 
Mississippi. 

The letter, published Friday 
in The New York Times a nd 
in a handful of Spanish-lan- 
guage newspapers, says 
the signers stand with U.S. 
Latinos who may feel 'ter¬ 
rified, heartbroken and de¬ 
feated by the barrage of 
attacks," citing the shoot¬ 
ing in El Paso, which target¬ 
ed Hispanics, and another 
shooting in Gilroy, Califor¬ 
nia. The two attacks killed 
nearly two dozen Latinos. 

A huge immigration raid 
of Mississippi poultry plants 
this month that rounded 
up 680 mostly Latino work¬ 
ers, leaving behind crying 
children searching for their 
detained parents, also has 


unnerved some Hispanics 
'We have been smeared 
by political rhetoric and 
murdered in violent hate 
crimes We have been 
separated from our fa mi- 
lies and have watched our 
children caged," the letter 
said. "But, we will not be 
broken. We will not be si¬ 
lenced." 

The letter says such "indig¬ 
nities and cruelty" won't 
diminish the contributions 
Latinos have made to the 
U.S., and it urged Hispan¬ 
ics to keep standing up to 
bigotry. 

Signing the letter were 
some of the most impor¬ 
tant Latino figures in enter¬ 
tainment, art, literature and 
activism, including novelist 
Sandra Cisneros, Academy 
Award-winning actress Rita 
Moreno, civil rights leader 
Dolores Huerta, singer-ac¬ 
tress Jennifer Lopez and 
Tony Award-winning com- 
poserUn-Manuel Miranda. 
The violence has some His¬ 
panics looking over their 
shoulders, avoiding speak¬ 
ing Spanish in public, and 


seeking out escape routes 
amid fears they could be 
next. 

The shootings and the raid 
come against a backdrop 
of racist episodes that in¬ 
clude then-candidate 
Donald Trump referring 
to Mexican immigrants as 
"rapists"; Trump, as presi¬ 
dent, referring to migrants 
coming to the U.S. as "an 
invasion"; and viral videos 
of white people chastis¬ 
ing Hispanics for speaking 
Spanish in public. 

Longoria told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that she and 
Ferrera got the idea forthe 
letter after they talked and 
found out they were both 
depressed and sad after 
the El Paso shooting. 

'Once we started talking 
to other people, we found 
out others were feeling the 
same way," Longoria said. 
"Instead of us all suffering 
alone we wanted to unite 
and tell our community 
that is going through all of 
this... we are with you and 
we will fightforyou." 
Longoria said the letter is 


not meant to take politi¬ 
cal sides but to reach out 
to Americans regardless 
of party to say Latinos are 
hurting. 

Ferrera told The AP that La¬ 
tinos have been subjected 
to a number of racist at¬ 
tacks recently, but the El 
Paso shooting and the Mis¬ 
sissippi raid were 'just soul- 
crushing"forsome. 

'We wanted to do some¬ 
thing to let people know 
we aren't going to lie down 


and take it," America said. 
'We are going to stand 
up and fight." Monica 
Ra mfrez, a c ivil rig hts la wye r 
and activist who helped or¬ 
ganize the letter, called it a 
"letter of love" and hopes it 
changes some hearts. 

'We also wanted to make 
sure that people under¬ 
stand that our commu¬ 
nity is powerful and we 
have many allies," Ra mfrez 
said. We don't want other 
groupsto be targeted.'□ 















SATURDAY 17 AUGUST 


M9IPE0PLE & ARTS 




In this Wednesday, J uly 24, 2019, file photo, Robin Ihede, the 
creator, star and executive pioducerofthe HBO comedy series 
"A Black lady Sketch Show," poses for a portrait during the 2019 
"television C ritic s Assoc iation Summer Press lour at the Beverly 
Hilton, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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Robin Ihede looks to build legacy 
in HBO sketch comedy show 


By j ONATHAN LANDRUM j r. 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Robin 
Ihede knew plenty of tal¬ 
ented African-American 
female comedians, but 
only a few were getting 
hired on popularTV come¬ 
dy showssuch as"Saturday 
Night Live"and "Mad TV." 
So, Ihede decided to cre¬ 
ate herown show featuring 
some of the industry'sfunni- 
estblackwomen.lhe com¬ 
ic-w rite r-p no d u c e r-a c tre ss is 
breaking new ground with 
her HBO comedy series "A 
Black Lady Sketch Show," 
which airs Friday nights. 

"The six-episode series of¬ 
fers sketches written and 
performed by an all-black 
female cast. It stars Ihede, 
Ashley Nicole Black, Ga- 
brielle Dennis and Quinta 
Brunson. Guests, mostly 
black women, include An¬ 
gela Bassett, Kelly Row¬ 
land, Marsai Martin, Lena 
Waithe, Patti La Belle and 
Natasha Rothwell. 

"It's a culmination of a life¬ 
long passion for sketch," 
said Ihede, a co-producer 
of the series with Issa Rae, 
who also makes an ap¬ 
pearance. "When black 
women do get on sketch 
shows, we really stand out. 
But there are only a hand¬ 
ful of black women who 
have ever been on sketch 
shows. Why not stack the 
deck and put them on all 
at once on one show?" 
Between each sketch, the 
fourladieshuddle up inside 
an apartment after a mys¬ 
terious apocalypse wiped 
out the rest of civilization. 
Ihe cast plays more than 
100 different characters in 
sketches exploring a vari¬ 
ety of comedic story lines. 
There's an invisible plus-size 
black woman spy, for ex¬ 
ample, and sketchesabout 
ashy skin and unexpected 
marriage proposals. 

That variety is the point, 
Ihede said. 

"I wanted to do a show that 
was challenging the views 
of black women in com- 
edyfora lotof people and 
showing we can do any¬ 
thing. We can play men, 
women, aliens or whatev¬ 
er we want. It's all sorts of 
genres, styles and charac¬ 


ters in this show," she said. 
'We've never seen black 
women like this before. ... 
In a way, this show is a love 
letterto blackwomen." 
Ihede became the first fe¬ 
male, African-American 
head writer of a late-night 
talk show in 2015, with 'The 
Nightly Show with Larry 
Whitmore." She created 
and executive produced 
BETs late-night comedy 
series 'The Rundown with 
Robin Ihede," which was 
canceled after one sea¬ 
son. 

Shortly after that, Thede 
pitched the idea for "A 
Black Lady Sketch Show"to 
HBO. She said the network 
bought it "within minutes" 
aftera dinnerwith her, Rae 
and executives 
"I never shot a pilot," she 
said, adding that the net¬ 
work's quick approval 
showed "how confident 
they were in me, the idea, 
and the partnership be¬ 
tween me and Issa. It's one 
of those ideas that when 
people hear it, they go, 
'Yeah, of course. Why not?' 
It feels like something we've 
been missing." 

Thede said Black, Den¬ 
nis and Brunson were "no- 
brainer" choices. They 
didn't audition forthe roles, 
she said, because she al¬ 
ready knew "what they 
brought to the table." 
Dennis was a stand-up co¬ 
median early in her career 
before she starred in Netf- 
lix's Marvel's "Luke Cage" 
and as Whitney Houston in 
the BET miniseries 'The Bob¬ 
by Brown Story." 

"No casting director 
would've brought me into 
this based on my body of 
work," she said. "I would 
not have come into some¬ 
one's head for sketch. But 
you know luckily, how God 
places steps and pieces 
things of that nature along 
the way, this happened 


because Robin knew me 
from my days of sketch 
and stand-up. It's a full-cir¬ 
cle moment. This gave me 
chills." 

Black is an actress-come¬ 
dian who won an Emmy 
Award in 2017 for her writ¬ 
ing on TBS' "Full Frontal with 
Samantha Bee." Bronson 
was a social-media sensa¬ 
tion before she starred on 
herown Facebook Watch 
series, "Quinta vs Every¬ 
thing," and had recurring 
roles on ABC's "Single Par¬ 
ents" and CW's "iZbmbie." 
Writing for "A Black Lady 
Sketch Show," Black said, 
gives her freedom to ex¬ 
press herself like never be¬ 
fore. "As an actor, you are 
beholden to a lot of other 
people's wishes You get 
a script, there's a director, 
and they have an idea of 
how they're going to use 
your body to tell a story," 
she said. "Forme, it just was 
never good because I'm a 
plus-size black woman. No 
one really wanted to tell 
the story where I'm really 
happy. It was always like, 
your life is terrible. You're 
sad. There's a cake hiding 
in your fridge. That's every 
script I read. The first time I 
did sketch, I had a chance 
to write it. For this show, I 
get to be in charge of the 
entire utterance of how I'm 
being represented." 

Thede was gratified by 
rave reviews after the first 
episode. 

"I do everything to leave a 
legacy,"she said. "I feel like 
this is going to be a big part 
of all our legacies. That will 
remain true whether one 
person watches or 100 mil¬ 
lion. We hope forthe latter. 
But I think this is so revolu¬ 
tionary, because now it ex¬ 
ists It's cinematic. It's beau¬ 
tiful. We feel proud of it. 
My work is about what we 
leave behind, not what we 
take.'O 
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With glut of festiva Is, ha id to mate h Woodstoc k magic 



In this Thuisday, Aug. 15, 2019 file photo, a man who calls himself "Run-A-V\fay Bill" stands in front 
of a Volkswagen bus while waiting for the gates to open at a Woodstock 50th anniveisaiy event 
in Bethel, N.Y. 

Associated ness 


NEW YORK (AP) — Fifty 
years after Woodstock, 
the mystical and messy 
event that gave birth to a 
myriad of musical festivals, 
the entertainment industry 
is diluted with festivals and 
events like it — some genre 
specific, some extremely 
diverse and others offering 
experiences in addition to 
music, ranging from food 
to art, in orderto appeal to 
wideraudiences 
And while there have been 
historic moments at music 
festiva Is since Woodstock— 
from Prince's 8-minute cov¬ 
er of Radiohead's "Creep" 
atCoachella in 2008to Ra¬ 
diohead's groundbreaking 
Bonnaroo set in 2006 to Be- 
yonce's black pride summit 
at last year's Coachella — 
could what happened at 
Woodstock be replicated? 
"It's hard to compare any 
modem-day festival to 
what occurred at the origi¬ 
nal Woodstock. It was a 
cultural event that was a 
watershed happening that 
captured the imagination 
of an entire generation," 
said Ray Waddell, presi¬ 
dent of media and confer¬ 
ences at Oak View Group, 
which owns concert trade 
publication Pollstar. "It was 
an amazing summer, an in¬ 
credible year. It all kind of 
came together at Wood- 
stock in 1969. To try to rep¬ 
licate that, they've never 
fully been able to." 

Since the original Wood- 
stock, which took place 
August 15-18 in 1969 in 


Bethel, New York, and fea¬ 
tured J imi Hendrix, Grateful 
Dead and more, festivals 
have grown tremendously 
and, when done properly, 
are money makers. Ihe 
Coachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival, which 
takes place every April in 
Southern California, is the 
most successful festival in 
the United States, selling out 
quickly, and even before its 
lineup isannounced. Other 
festiva Is have maintained a 
strong presence, too, from 
the Bonnaroo Music and 
Arts Festiva I in Tennessee to 
Lollapalooza in Chicago. 
Today, about every major 
city hasat least one festival 
— some gone after a year, 
others persisting through. 
But it's made the festival 
scene overcrowded, and 
now producers are work¬ 
ing tirelessly to make their 
festivals different than the 
next one. That has become 
increasingly difficult over 
the years, as many acts use 
festiva Is almost as a touring 
stop, headlining multiple 
festivals within a matter of 
weeks 

'What makes the festival 
stand out is one, the expe¬ 
rience, and two, exclusivity 
and uniqueness of the line¬ 
up. They can ebb and flow 
with the lineup. You look at 
Bonnaroo, which fell off for 
a couple of yearsand then 
came back this year with 
the perfect mix of a lineup 
that captured the atten¬ 
tion of the people who are 
willing to camp out three 


or four days," Waddell said. 
'The problem is there's not 
enough headlining acts 
out there." 

He continued: 'One thing 
that Coachella has going 
for it is it's first in April. When 
they had Outkast that year, 
LCD Soundsystem that 
year, GunsN' Roses — they 
were the first and three or 
four or more booked those 
same acts but you didn't 
know that." 

Boutique festivals that ca¬ 
ter to smaller audiences 
as well as artist-curated 
festivals have been a suc¬ 
cess in recent years. J ay-Z 
launched Made in America 
in Philadelphia seven years 


go, and other artists have 
done the same, including 
Drake, PharreII, Travis Scott, 
Mumford & Sons, J. Cole, 
Bon Iver, Grace Potter & 
the Nocturnals, the Nation¬ 
al and others. 

'There are a lot of reasons 
festivals don't work right 
now, oversaturation be¬ 
ing one of them," said Jor¬ 
dan Kurland, co-founder 
of Noise Pop Festival in the 
San Francisco Bay Area 
and co-founder of Brilliant 
Comers, the artist manage¬ 
ment company home to 
Death Cab for Cutie and 
She & Him. 

Kurland said some festival 
onganizersneed to thinkbe- 


yond performances 'What 
is the festival doing differ¬ 
ently? Why does it exist? It's 
not enough to just fence a 
field and say we're going to 
have 30,000 people here 
because we have major 
acts," he said. "Launching 
a good, sustainable festival 
is doing something unique. 
It doesn't just stand on tal¬ 
ent at this point. It's festival 
experience. It's festival lo¬ 
cation." 

Alec Jhangiani, the co¬ 
founder and producer 
of Fortress Festival in Fort 
Worth, Texas, said he be- 
lievesfestiva Ishave lost their 
"sheen a little bit as it be¬ 
comes more prevalent.'O 


FCC fines networks for wrongly 
using emergency alert system 



In this Tuesday, May 14,2019, file photo, J immy Kimmel attends 
the VUhlt Disney Television 2019 upfront atlavem on The Green 
in New York. 

Associated ness 


NEW YORK (AP) — J immy 
Kimmel has learned an ex¬ 
pensive lesson: don't mess 
with the government's 
emergency alert system. 
Kimmel's network, ABC, 
was one of four media or¬ 
ganizations fined by the 
Federal Communications 
Commission this week 
for improper use of the 
emergency signal that is 
sent over television, ra¬ 
dio and mobile phones to 
warn people of danger 
like floods and fires. The 


$395,000 fine to ABC was 
by far the stiffest. 

FCC rules prohibit the use 
of the signal for any pur¬ 
pose otherthan an actual 
emergency. The idea is 
to prevent confusion, the 
agency said Friday. 

Kimmel used the signal 
three times a s pa rt of a skit 
on his show on Oct. 3, 2018. 
ABC has signed a consent 
decree agreeing to pay 
the fine and promising 
not to improperly use the 
emergency tones again, 


the FCC announced Thurs¬ 
day. 

AMC network agreed to 
pay a $104,000 fine for im¬ 
proper use of the signal 
in an episode of its most 
popular show, 'The Walk¬ 
ing Dead," in February, the 
FCC said. 

Discovery's Animal Planet 
was fined $68,000 when 
an actual emergency sig¬ 
nal sent to a mobile phone 
waspicked up by cameras 
during a filming session for 
its show, "Lone Star Law." 


The show was filming Texas 
game wardens making 
rescues in the wake of Hur¬ 
ricane Harvey. 


Los Angeles radio stations 
KDAY and KDEY were fined 
$67,000 for using the signal 
in show promotions.O 
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